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March 13 – May 22, 2022; Spring Term 2021-22 
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COURSE	DESCRIPTION	
This course introduces students to the beliefs, practices, and institutions of Modern Judaism from the 
Haskalah to the 21st century. The class approaches Modern Judaism from an historical perspective, identifying 
Jewish movements, exploring the historical context out of which these movements emerged, identifying key 
thinkers and their writings that inspired the movements, and seeking to understand how these movements 
contributed to or shaped Modern Judaism. Furthermore, the course will consider the movements through the 
lens of Messianic Judaism and the ways Messianic Jews may engage their though, practices, and adherents. 

RELATIONSHIP	TO	THE	CURRICULUM		
This is a Core Course for the Jewish Studies and Rabbinic Studies programs 

RELEVANCE	
The rise of modernity posed enormous challenges to traditional Jewish life and thought and led to a new era 
of Jewish pluralism – the era in which we now live. The study of modern Judaism and its historical 
development provides insight into our circumstances and how they differ from our ancestors’. It enables us 
to recognize and articulate the distinctive modern presuppositions that we carry into our study of traditional 
Jewish texts and our observance of traditional Jewish practice. It also sheds light on the rise of the Messianic 
Jewish movement and its place within the Jewish and Christian worlds. 

PREREQUISITES	
There are no prerequisites for this course. 

TECHNICAL	REQUIREMENTS	
Computer and internet access. 

COURSE	FORMAT	
This	is	a	synchronous	course	with	weekly	video	Zoom	conferencing,	asynchronous	assignments,	
and	discussion	forums.		

REQUIREMENTS  
In this course, students are required to attend eight Zoom sessions, read four assigned textbooks and 
additional readings assigned throughout the course and assigned readings, respond to five discussion 
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questions related to the reading, present five slide presentations in class, and complete one 3,000-word final 
paper. 

REQUIRED	TEXTS	(SELECTIONS	WILL	BE	TAKEN	FROM	EACH	TEXT)	
• Cohn-Sherbock, Dan. Modern Judaism. New York: St. Martin’s Press. 1996. 
• Cooperman, Alan, Becka Alper, and Anna Schiller. “Jewish Americans in 2020.” Washington DC: 

Pew Research Center, May 11, 2021. https://www.pewforum.org/2021/05/11/jewish-americans-in-
2020/. 

• Raphael, Marc Lee. The Synagogue in America: A Short History. New York: NYU Press, 2011. 
• Wertheimer, Jack. The New American Judaism: How Jews Practice Their Religion Today. Princeton University 

Press. 2018. 

RECOMMENDED	READING	
• Batnitzky, Leora. How Judaism Became a Religion: An Introduction to Modern Jewish Thought. Princeton: 

Princeton University Press, 2011. 
• Cohn-Sherbock, Dan. Messianic Judaism: An Anthology. New York: Continuum. 2000. 
• de Lange, Nicholas and Miri Freud-Kandel, eds. Modern Judaism. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

2005. 
• Halivni, David Weiss. The Book and the Sword. New York: Farrar, Straus, and Giroux. 1996.  
• Kaplan, Edward, and Samuel Dresner. Abraham Joshua Heschel: Prophetic Witness. New Haven: Yale, 

1998. 
• Kaplan, Edward. Spiritual Radical: Abraham Joshua Heschel in America. New Haven: Yale, 2007. 
• Levenson, Alan T. An Introduction to Modern Jewish Thinkers. New York: Rowman & Littlefield, 2006. 
• Magid, Shaul. American Post-Judaism: Identity and Renewal in a Postethnic Society. Bloomington: Indiana 

University Press. 2013. 
• Neusner, Jacob. Judaism in Modern Times: An Introduction and Reader. Oxford: Blackwell, 1995. 
• Ruderman, David B. Early Modern Jewry: A New Cultural History. Princeton: Princeton University 

Press, 2010. 
• Sarna, Jonathan. American Judaism. New Haven: Yale, 2004. 

ASSIGNMENT	INSTRUCTIONS	AND	DEADLINES	
The class will meet eight Sunday afternoons beginning at 1:00 pm EST by Zoom. The Zoom link will be 
posted in Populi announcements two weeks before the course begins. Readings related to the Zoom session 
are posted in the syllabus for the prior week. Students are required to read the selections from the required 
texts listed in the syllabus. Additional readings will be posted in Populi in the DQ post. Students should 
complete the reading, then respond to any discussion questions by posting a response including citations and 
a critical reflection. Students should respond to at least one other student. Students should prepare their in-
class presentation for the Zoom meeting on the following Sunday during the course week. Class presentations 
must be submitted to Populi on the day they are presented in class by Sunday, 11:59 pm local time. The final 
paper must be completed and submitted before 11:59 pm local time on Sunday, May 22, 2022. 
	 	



 

 3 

Course	Outline 
* NOTE:	Pre-Course	Reading:	Judaism	in	the	18th	Century	(Due	Mar	13)	

Week Lesson Required Reading Assignments Due 

Week 1  
Mar 13 - 19 

Course Overview 
Late 18th – 19th Centuries 
• Sephardic Judaism 
• Hassidic Movement 
• The Haskalah 

• Read the syllabus 
• Cohn-Sherbok, 1-24 
• Cohn-Sherbok, 50-100 
• Raphael, 15-43 
• Additional reading (15pp) 

• *In-class 
presentations 

• DQ 1 Mar 20 

Week 2 
Mar 20 - 26 

Late 19th Century (Part 1) 
• Reform Judaism 

• Cohn-Sherbok, 25-49 
• Cohn-Sherbok, 101-129 
• Cohn-Sherbok, 178-211 
• Additional reading (15pp) 

• *In-class 
presentations 

• DQ 2 Mar 27 

Week 3  
Mar 27 – Apr 2 

Late 19th Century (Part 2) 
• Modern Orthodoxy 
• Conservative Judaism 
• Secular Zionism 

• Cohn-Sherbock, 130-154 
• Raphael, 44-119 
• Additional reading (15pp) 

• *In-class 
presentations 

• DQ 3 Apr 3 

Week 4  
April 3 - 9 

Early 20th Century 
• Reconstructionist Judaism 
• Jewish Socialism 
• Mainstream Judaism in US 
• Hebrew-Christian Movement 

• Cohn-Sherbok, 155-176 
• Raphael, 120-168 
• Additional reading (15pp) 

• *In-class 
presentations 
 

Week 5 
April 10-16 

Postwar Judaism 
• Secular Humanist Judaism 
• Postwar Hassidim in America 
• The Chabad Movement 
• Civil Rights Movement 
• Suburban Synagogues 
• Jewish-Christian Relations 

• Cohn-Sherbok, 212-238 
• Raphael, 169-208 
• Additional reading (15pp) 

• *In-class 
presentations 

• DQ 4 Apr 24 

April 17 - 23 – Pesach Break – No Classes 

Week 6  
April 24-30 

Late 20th Century (Part 1) 
• The Renewal Movement 
• Jews & Buddhism 
• Jews & The New Age 
• The Kabbalah Center 
• Modern Messianic Movement 

• Wertheimer, 100-180 
• Additional reading (15pp) 

• *In-class 
presentations 

Week 7  
May 1-7 

Late 20th Century (Part 2) 
• Jewish Justice Movements 
• New Jewish Theologies 
• New Practices & Rituals 
• New Institutions 
• Jewish-Christian Relations 

• Wertheimer, 181-271 
• Pew Research Report, 8-179 
• Additional reading (15pp)

  

• *In-class 
presentations 

• DQ 5 May 8 
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Week 8  
May 8-14 

21st Century and Ahead 
• Generational Changes 
• Attitudes Toward Israel 
• Evolving Jewish Identity 
• Emergent Synagogues 
• Earth Judaism Movements 
• Jewish-Christian Relations 
• Future of Messianic Judaism 

Work on final paper • In-class 
presentations 
 

 
* Only students who signed up for the given days will present in class. 

LEARNING	OBJECTIVES	
After completing this course successfully, the student will be able to:  

• Identify and describe the contemporary Jewish movements that shaped Modern Judaism from the 
Enlightenment to the 21st Century and explain their historical context. 

• Identify the key thinkers and summarize the essential writings associated with each movement, and 
explain how their thought contributed to or influenced Modern Judaism. 

• Explain new beliefs, philosophies, or Jewish thought associated with each movement and explain how it 
contributed to or influenced Modern Judaism. 

• Identify and describe lasting institutions, new rituals, practices, and cultural artifacts that emerged from 
each movement, and explain their role in Modern Judaism today. 

• Describe the historical context of the Modern Messianic Jewish Movement that emerged in the later 
twentieth century. Explain its relationship to Modern Judaism and how it is related to contemporary 
Jewish movements in the last century.  

• Critically evaluate each Jewish movement from a Messianic Jewish perspective, identifying areas of 
agreement and disagreement.  

• Describe ways a Messianic Jew might engage Modern Jewish thought and contemporary adherents. 

ASSESSMENT		
Students earn a total of 100 points according to this rubric 
 

POINTS	ASSESSMENT	RUBRIC	

	 # Points each Total Points Percentage 

Class Participation 8 classes 1.25 10 10% 

Discussion Questions 5 DQs 5 25 25% 

Class Presentations 5 6 30 30% 

Final Paper 1 35 35 35% 

Total 100 100% 
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GRADING	SYSTEM		
Letter grades and grade point equivalents 

A 100-94  C+ 79.9-78 
A- 93.9-90  C 77.9-75 
B+ 89.9-87  C- 74.9-70 
B 86.9-83  F Below 69.9 
B- 82.9-80    

STRUCTURED	WORK	HOURS	
14 hours Class time (8 classes @ 1.75 hours/class) 
5 hours Discussion questions (5 discussion questions)) 
5 hours Class presentations (5 class presentations) 
42 hours Reading (840 pages) 
24 hours Writing (3,000-word, 12-page, double-spaced final paper) 
90 hours Total structured hours  

ASSESSMENT	RUBRICS	

Discussion	Questions	
Students are required to respond to five discussion questions during the course. Responses should be a 
minimum of 250 words, not including citations. Posts should include (a) a direct and thorough response to 
the question posted, (b) at least two citations from the required reading substantiating the response, (c) a 
critical, personal reflection, and (d) a post responding to at least one other student. 
 

Discussion Questions 

Category Incomplete Complete 

Direct and thorough response to the discussion question 0 3 

Included a personal, critical reflection 0 1 

Included at least two citations from the reading 0 .5 

Responded to at least one other student (if others posted) 0 .5 

Total points  5 
 

Class Presentations 

Students will sign-up to bring five in-class presentations during the course. They will select one of the five 
topics that follows. Each topic should relate to a different modern Jewish movement. In other words, they 
should not sign-up for two topics related to the same Jewish movement. Students will present on the course 
day that the movement is discussed. If they miss a class for any reason, they will need to select a new topic 
and bring a new presentation related to the movement being discussed. A link to the sign-up sheet will be 
posted in Populi one week before the first day of class.  
 
Each presentation should include slides, visual aids, and, if necessary, a handout for a longer text that can be 
distributed in Zoom chat. Each student will choose one topic from each of the following categories:  
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(a) Thinkers: Identify and present biographical information on one important thinker or leader associated 
with a Jewish movement in the lesson plan. Describe and summarize their written work. Explain how 
their thought inspired the movement and describe their lasting contribution to or influence on Modern 
Judaism.  

(b) Events: Thoroughly describe one historical event that comprised the historical context out of which a 
Jewish movement emerged. Provide specific details (ex. who, what, where, when, why, how) and provide 
images with proper citations.  

(c) Institutions: Describe one lasting Jewish institution that emerged out of the movement. Identify its 
location or headquarters, its current leader(s) and give specific details on the organization today. Explain 
its role in Modern Judaism today.  

(d) Beliefs: Describe one Jewish belief, thought, or philosophy that emerged from the movement. Identify 
and summarize the primary source material from which the belief or practice emerged. Distribute a 
handout with an excerpt of the text and lead a brief discussion around it.  

(e) Practices: Identify one new practice, ritual, tradition, or religious artifact that the movement innovated. It 
can be a prayer, a siddur, holiday, or object found in a synagogue (ex. the Tu B’shvat Seder, 
Confirmation, Mi Shebeirach prayer). Describe the ritual or artifact, provide images with proper citations, 
or show a (very!) short video. Briefly describe its history. Explain its lasting contribution today.  

 
For each presentation, students should explain (a) its contribution to Modern Judaism, and (b) a critical 
reflection from a Messianic Jewish perspective, including any implications or contributions to Messianic 
Judaism. (ex. What might we agree with, disagree with, adopt in our synagogues?) Presentations must be 10 
minutes allowing 5 minutes for questions. These presentations may go longer depending on the class size. All 
images, excerpts, and texts must be properly cited. The slides are due by midnight on the day of the 
presentation and must be uploaded to Populi for grading. Citations must follow the Chicago Manual of Style 
and include a list of references on the final slide. Images and videos may be cited using the URL of the 
website (as long as the citation is not Google or a search URL). Students are required to fill out a peer review 
of other presentations and automatically earn points for completing that review. Their review will not impact 
the grade of the other students being reviewed.  
 

Class Presentations 

Category Poor Fair Excellent 

Described the subject (event, thinker, article, etc.) and its history 0 2 3 

Explained its contribution to Judaism and implications for 
Messianic Judaism 0 1 2 

Provided attractive visual illustrations 0 n/a .25 

Slides were clear, readable, and organized 0 n/a .25 

Content and images were properly cited with list of references 0 n/a .25 

Completed peer review on other student presentations 0 n/a .25 

Total points   6 
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Final	Paper	
Students will write one 3,000 word (12-page double-spaced) final paper reporting on a lasting Jewish 
movement that emerged between the Enlightenment and the present day. The final paper is due on Sunday, 
May 22 @ 11:59 pm. The paper should include eight parts:  

(a) Introduction: Give a clear, comprehensive thesis statement, briefly introduce the movement, identify 
when and where it emerged, and briefly state its importance to Modern Judaism.  

(b) History and Demographics: Briefly describe the historical context from which the movement 
emerged, and then describe at least one key historical event comprising that context. Describe the 
movement’s geographical and demographical distribution as possible (ex. number of Jews who identify 
as Reform, the average age of Jews who attend emergent synagogues, where Jewish Socialism began).  

(c) People: Identify one important Jewish thinker associated with the movement, summarize one of their 
books or writings, and explain their contribution or influence on Modern Judaism.  

(d) Belief or Thought: Describe at least one new belief, thought, or interpretation of Judaism that 
emerged out of the movement. Explain the thought’s lasting contribution or impact on Modern 
Judaism. Identify its primary texts. Summary of the written work and provide an except in the 
appendix. Explain the excerpt. 

(e) Ritual, practice, or cultural artifact: Identify and describe one religious practice, ritual, or cultural 
artifact that emerged out of the movement. This can be a prayer, ritual, a new siddur, a song, movie, or 
religious object. Explain how the artifact reflects the movement’s beliefs or interpretation of Judaism. 
In the appendix, include an image, excerpt, or visual aid with proper citation.  

(f) Institution: Identify one lasting Jewish institution established by the movement. Describe its history, 
mission, and role in the Jewish community today. In the appendices provide its contact information, 
mission statement or core values, and any information from their website with proper citation.  

(g) Field Report: Visit an institution, public meeting, ritual, or religious service of a community associated 
with the movement. If a personal visit is not logistically possible, students may attend one virtually, or 
conduct a personal interview by Zoom with a leader in the movement. In this section, write a report on 
the visit, including information about the site visited, observations, and personal reflection. A 
participant observation form and interview guide will be available in Populi.  

(h) Critical Evaluation: In the last part, write a critical reflection of the entire movement considering its 
beliefs and practices from the perspective of Messianic-Judaism. What aspects of the movement can 
you affirm? What practices might your synagogue adopt or reinterpret? What beliefs or practices might 
you disagree with? How would you share the gospel with a member of the movement or its 
community? Finally, end with a concluding paragraph. 

 
This paper should be formatted according to SBL Manual of Style A template will be available in Populi 
including title page, headings, and list of references. Each part should begin with heading level 1 (center, bold, 
title case). There should be a list of references, and appendixes in the back. Students are expected to run a 
grammar/spell checker before submitting their final copy to Turnitin.com and submitting it. This paper will 
be graded according to the rubric below. 

Final Paper 

Category Poor Fair Excellent 

Part 1 Introduction: Provided clear thesis statement. Introduced 
the movement in a way that described its distinctives and nature.  0 2.5 5 

Part 2 History: Clearly described the historical context out of 
which the movement emerged, identifying at least on historical 
events. Provided geographical and demographical information. 

0 2.5 5 

Part 3 Thinkers: Identified one or two Jewish thinkers or leaders 
associated with the movement, identified one of their works, 0 1.5 5 
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summarized the work, explained its contribution to Modern 
Judaism. 
Part 4 Beliefs or Thought: Described at least one new belief, 
thought, or interpretation of Judaism that emerged from the 
movement; and explained its contribution to Modern Judaism. 
Provided an excerpt of a work related to it in the appendix. 

0 2.5 5 

Part 5 Ritual, Practices, or Artifact: Described at least one 
religious ritual, tradition, practice, or a religious artifact that the 
movement produced. Provided an image or visual aid in the 
appendix. 

0 1.5 3 

Part 6 Institutions: Identified and described at least one lasting 
institution or organization that emerged from the movement 
explaining its history, goals, and its role in contemporary Jewry. 
Provided contact information in the appendix.  

0 1 2 

Part 7 Field Report: Provided a report from a personal visit to an 
institution, synagogue, or organization of the movement, or (if not 
logistically possible) a personal interview with a leader. 

0 1.5 3 

Part 8 Critical Evaluation: Provided a critical evaluation of the 
movement from a Messianic-Jewish perspective, including its 
relevance to the Messianic-Jewish movement, possible 
contributions to the movement, and how a Messianic Jew might 
share the gospel with a member of the movement. 

0 2.5 5 

Mechanics: Spelling, grammar, style, headings, proper format 0 .5 1 

Documentation: Thoroughly, and properly cited all source 
material according to Chicago Manual of Style, providing list of 
references at the end. 

0 .5 1 

Total points   35 

MJTI	Course	Policies		
1. Dishonesty and plagiarism: Any form of dishonesty (copying from another student’s work or allowing 

your work to be copied) or plagiarism (passing off another's work as your own, not giving appropriate 
credit to another's ideas) will not be tolerated. Such misconduct will result in an automatic “F” grade for 
the class and a permanent notice placed in the student's academic record. Quoting from or using an idea 
peculiar to a published work in answers in discussion threads, final exams, projects or research papers 
without citing the source is another form of plagiarism. If you are unsure whether an action is permissible 
or not, please check with the instructor.  

2. Incompletes: An incomplete will only be granted when the instructor and Academic Dean agree that 
significant extenuating circumstances have prevented a student from finishing the course work by the 
stipulated Due Date. Extenuating circumstances are major, unplanned, unanticipated, and unavoidable 
disruptions in one’s life or work. For more information on requesting a complete, see Incomplete Grade 
Requests on page 34 in the Student Handbook. 

3. Leave of Absence: MJTI will consider a leave of absence for a student who is experiencing hardships that 
make effective progress in her/his academic program unusually difficult. Students who, due to unforeseen 
and serious circumstances (including personal, family emergency, medical, and military service) are unable 
to take or complete a course during the academic year may submit a Request for a Leave of Absence 
status to the MJTI Registrar’s office. Upon evaluation of the request by the Academic Dean, the student 
may be allowed to withdraw without penalty and settle the account for an amount which is a lesser charge 
to the student than that called for by MJTI’s written established policy. Non-attendance does not 
constitute official withdrawal. For more information, see Maintenance of Student Status on page 11 in the 
Student Handbook. 

4. Extensions: An extension of up to 7 days from the original due date of the final assignments may be 
granted by the course instructor. The instructor is not obligated to grant the extension and may determine 
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the length of time granted, as they must submit all grades at the assigned time. Under specific, extenuating 
circumstances, a student may request an Incomplete. Students who do NOT qualify for an Incomplete 
should submit as much work as possible by the Due Date so that the Instructor has time to grade all the 
work in time to meet the instructor’s deadline for submitting grades. The grade the student has received 
up to the date grades are submitted will stand. 

5. Change of Student Status: A student who has registered to take a course for credit may switch to the 
status of auditor up to, and including, the fourth week of class by submitting a Change of Course Status 
form to the Registrar. No tuition will be refunded. 

6. Course Withdrawal: Students desiring to drop or withdraw from a course may do so by submitting a 
Change of Course Status form to the Registrar. If the course is dropped in the first two weeks of the 
quarter, the course will not appear on the student’s transcripts. However, from the third week of the 
quarter, a student who withdraws from a course will receive a grade of “W” (withdrawn), on their 
transcripts. A student may NOT withdraw from a course after the fifth week of the Quarter. A “W” has 
no grade point value, thus does not affect the CGPA. A Change of Course Status form must be used 
for all course additions and withdrawals. Students will receive a failing grade for courses in which they 
discontinue attendance without officially withdrawing. For information on Tuition Refund policy see page 
17 in the Student Handbook. 

7. Course Privacy: Courses are only accessible on Populi with the username and password provided for 
students registered in the course. To ensure a positive forum for course interaction, students are asked to 
refrain from excerpting information from the lessons or thread discussions in any format. This will enable 
the cultivation of a safe and honest forum for dialogue. 

8. Instructors and Email: Regardless of the course format, instructors shall be available during the course 
week for private contact from students via Populi or email. Instructors are requested to respond within 24 
hours of receipt (Sunday – Thursday) of student inquiries made via Populi or email. These guidelines apply 
both to messages as well as to questions asked of the instructor in asynchronous discussions. 

Questions: If you have any questions regarding assignments, feel free to e-mail them to me at 
stan.meyer@treelifeministry.org 

 
  


