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COURSE	DESCRIPTION	
Song of Songs Rabbah is the definitive anthology of early rabbinic commentary on the Song of Songs. In its 
broadest aspect it serves as a parable of the mutual love between God and Israel. Within this parable, we learn 
about the place of God, Torah, Messiah, and covenant in Israel’s life and explore the complexities of the 
“partnership” between God and Israel in this world. We also study ways in which the Song of Songs bears on 
our understanding of the Bible, the Messiah, and our relationship with God in the here and now. 

RELATIONSHIP	TO	THE	CURRICULUM	
This course is required for the MRS degree and an elective for the MJS degree. 

RELEVANCE	
Song of Songs Rabbah connects us with the Jewish heritage of theology, devotion, and biblical interpretation. 
Theologically, it is radically God-centered, consistently envisioning God in relation to Israel. Devotionally, it 
uses an array of biblical and rabbinic imagery to stimulate love for God. Interpretively, Midrash models ways 
of bringing together scriptures from throughout the Tanakh, weaving them into coherent statements. Thus, 
although traditional Judaism does not acknowledge Yeshua as Messiah, Song of Songs Rabbah helps to 
establish a more Jewish context for our life with the Messiah. It is particularly relevant to Rabbinic students 
who as rabbis will serve as custodians of Israel’s sacred tradition  

PREREQUISITE	
R501- Early Rabbinic Judaism 1, or permission from the instructor. 

TECHNICAL	REQUIREMENTS		
This is a live, online course. The student must have a computer and reliable internet access.  

COURSE	FORMAT	
Lecture and discussion in live online Zoom sessions; informal discussion thread. 

REQUIREMENTS	
Complete required reading and translation; prepare for and participate in the eight Zoom sessions; write a 
mid-term paper (including your translation of Song Rabbah 1.8) and a final paper. Video sessions will take 
place on Sundays at 10:00am-11:45am EST.  

REQUIRED	TEXTS		
● Course Pack (digital download) 

FROM R501 
● Fernández, Miguel Pérez. An Introductory Grammar of Rabbinic Hebrew. (Leiden and Boston: Brill, 1999). 

Download free at http://bit.ly/2jKDhFT  
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● Fonrobert, Charlotte and Jaffee, Martin, eds. The Cambridge Companion to Talmudic and Rabbinic Literatur  
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007). (Paperback) 

● Jastrow, Marcus. A Dictionary of the Targumim, the Talmud Babli, and Yerushalmi, and the Midrashic 
Literature. (Reprint, New York: Judaica Press, 1989). (Accessed free online at 
http://www.2letterlookup.com) 

● Strack, H.L. and Stemberger, Gunter. Introduction to the Talmud and Midrash (Minneapolis: Fortress 
Press, 1996). (Paperback) 

RECOMMENDED	READING	
● Bocaccini, G. Roots of Rabbinic Judaism: An Intellectual History from Ezekiel to Daniel. Grand Rapids, MI: 

Eerdmans, 2002. Though asserting that Rabbinic Judaism is a post-Hurban development, Bocaccini 
explores early roots of Rabbinic thought in the period from the Babylonian exile to the Maccabean 
revolt.  

● Jaffee, M. Torah in the Mouth: Writing and Oral Tradition in Palestinian Judaism,200 BCE-400CE. Oxford 
and New York: Oxford University Press, 2001. A study of oral tradition as it functioned in the 
rabbinic discipleship community.  

● Kaplan, Jonathan. My Perfect One: Typology and Early Rabbinic Interpretation of Song of Songs. New York: 
Oxford University Press, 2015. An important study of tannaitic Midrash on the Song of Songs.  

● Neusner, Jacob. A Theological Commentary to the Midrash. Volume 3: Song of Songs Rabbah. Lanham, MD: 
University Press of America, 2001. The first and only theological commentary on Song of Songs 
Rabbah. 

● Samely, Alexander. Forms of Rabbinic Literature and Thought. New York: Oxford University Press, 2007. 
Samely focuses on what the forms and genres of rabbinic writing have in common more than what 
makes them distinct from one another. 

ASSIGNMENT	INSTRUCTIONS	AND	DEADLINES	
1. Mid-term paper of 3,000 words. Translate and comment on Song Rabbah 1.8. Upload the completed 

paper to Populi by midnight EST on Wednesday, January 19th.  
2. End-term paper of 5,000 words. In this paper the students will write an analytical comparison of 

comments by Michael Fishbane and Birke Rapp-de Lange on mediation between God and Israel in 
Shir HaShirim Rabbah. Detailed requirements for this paper will be provided in the class session on 
January 23rd. Upload the completed paper to Populi by midnight EST on Wednesday, February 23rd.  

COURSE	OUTLINE		

Important! Assignments for Week 1 must be completed prior to the first Zoom session. 

WEEK	1	–	Introduction	to	Song	of	Songs	Rabbah	(December	26)		

READ [68 pages] 
Song Rabbah 1.1-11 [17] 
Fraade, “Concepts of Scripture in Rabbinic Judaism: Oral Torah and Written Torah” [16] 
Jaffe, “Rabbinic Authorship as a Collective Enterprise” [22] 
Kates, “Entering the Holy of Holies: Rabbinic Midrash and the Language of Intimacy” [13] 

STUDY Song Rabbah 1.8, 11 
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WEEK	2	–	May	he	kiss	me	with	the	kisses	of	his	mouth	(1),	(January	2)	

READ (49 pages) 
Song Rabbah 1.12-16 [8] 
Fishbane, “Anthological Midrash and Cultural Paideia: The Case of Songs Rabbah 1.2” [20] 
Masson, “Metaphor as Apt for Conversation: The Inherently Conversational Character of Theological 
Discourse” [21] 

STUDY Song Rabbah 1.12-16 

WEEK	3	–	May	he	kiss	me	with	the	kisses	of	his	mouth	(2),	(January	9)		

READ [61] 
Song Rabbah 1.17-42 [26] 
Goodman, “God and Israel as Lovers” [24] 
Wettstein, “Against Theology” [9] 
Wettstein. Literary Theology” [2] 

STUDY Song Rabbah 1.12-16 

WEEK	4	–	I	am	black	(January	16)		

READ [26] 
Song Rabbah 1.43-71 [26] 

STUDY Song Rabbah 1.34-35 

WEEK	5	–	I	am	asleep	(January	23)	

READ [43]  
Song Rabbah 2.1-35 [43]  

STUDY Song Rabbah 2.2-7 

WEEK	6	–	My	beloved	is	like	a	gazelle	(1)	(January	30)	

READ [47] 
Song Rabbah 2.36-47 [32]  
Kinbar, “Like a Gazelle” [15]  

STUDY Song Rabbah 2.21-26 
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WEEK	7	–	The	voice	of	my	beloved	(2)	(February	6)	

READ [56] 
Rapp-de Lange, “Partnership Between Heaven and Earth: The Sage as a Religious Role Model in 
Canticles Rabbah” [24] 
Kinbar, “Israel, Torah. And the Knowledge of God: Engaging the Jewish Conversation” [32] 

STUDY Song Rabbah 2.33 and various references. 

WEEK	8	–	Learning	Midrash	as	a	Spiritual	Practice,	Pt.	3	(February	13)	

READ [43] 
Kaplan, “For Every Generation: Preaching as Imaginative Mediation of Rabbinic Tradition” [23] 
Knopf, “Narrative, Identity, and Jewish Ethics” [20] 

 
TOTAL READING [369 pages] 

LEARNING	OBJECTIVES	
Upon completion of the course, students will be able to:  

● Demonstrate an improving grasp of Rabbinic Hebrew  
● Translate and comment on midrashim studied in this course 
● Describe the theology of Song Rabbah 1.12-16 

STRUCTURED	WORK	HOURS	
● 18 hours 369 pages of reading (20 pages per hour)  
● 24 hours Preparation for class        
● 16 hours  Eight 2-hour online sessions (50-minute hours) 
● 32 hours  Mid-Term essay exam (3,000 words) and end of term paper (5,000 words). 
● 90 hours Total structured hours 

ASSESSMENT	
The final course grade consists of your grades for class participation (64%), the mid-term exam (12%), and 
the final paper (24%). Grades will be awarded according to the following criteria. 

THE	GRADING	SYSTEM		
The basic letter grades have the following significance: 

A Exemplary 
B Adequate 
C Passing, but requiring substantial improvement 
P Passing (for use only if the Pass/Fail option is available and selected) 
F Failed 

Grades have been assigned the following numerical values for the purpose of computing the grade point 
average: 

A 4.0 │ A- 3.7 │ B+ 3.3 │ B 3.0 │ B- 2.7 │ C+ 2.3 │ C 2.0 │ C- 1.7 │ F 0.0 

Further aspects of the MJTI Grading System can be found on page 27-28 of the MJTI Student Handbook.  
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STANDARD	MJTI	ASSESSMENT	RUBRICS	

Assessment	Criteria	for	Class	Discussion	

Analytical	Reflection	 Evidence/Support	 Interaction	 Total	

40%  30%  30%  100% 

Demonstrates a serious 
attempt to grapple with the 
Unit material. 

Analysis is reasonable and 
gives opportunity for 
interaction. 

Asks relevant questions. 

Supports discussion 
points with references to 
assigned readings, logical 
analysis, and examples. 

Gives citations (work, 
page number) for material 
quoted or paraphrased.  

Interacts with the instructor and 
other students. 

Discusses agreement or 
disagreement with classmates’ 
analytical reflections and provide 
explanation of logic; and/or 
respond to questions posed in 
classmates’ analytical reflections, 
and when appropriate, reference 
assigned readings, logical analysis, 
and examples.  

 

 

Assessment	Criteria	for	Written	Work	

 A	(exemplary)	 B	(adequate)	 C	(passing)	 F	(failed)	

Quality of thought Fresh or even 
original 

Mostly derivative 
or clichéd 

Fully derivative; 
clichéd 

No evident effort 
to understand 

Engagement with 
subject 

Deeply engaged Modestly engaged Superficially 
Engaged 

Disengaged  

Organization Well organized Somewhat choppy Poor 
 

Disorganized 

Mechanics of writing 
and documentation 

Nearly error-free Some errors or 
sloppiness 

Many errors and 
very sloppy 

Filled with errors 
and sloppiness 

Argument and support Well-argued and 
documented 

Reasonable clarity 
and support 

Roughly argued 
and poorly 
documented 

No clearly 
supported 
argument or 
support 
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MJTI	Course	Policies		
1. Dishonesty and plagiarism: Any form of dishonesty (copying from another student’s work or allowing 

your work to be copied) or plagiarism (passing off another's work as your own, not giving appropriate 
credit to another’s ideas) will not be tolerated. Such misconduct will result in an automatic “F” grade for 
the class and a permanent notice placed in the student's academic record. If you are unsure whether an 
action is permissible or not, please check with the instructor. 

2. Incompletes: Incompletes will only be granted when the instructor and Academic Dean agree that 
significant extenuating circumstances have prevented a student from finishing the course work by the 
stipulated due date. Extenuating circumstances are major, unplanned, unanticipated, and unavoidable 
disruptions in one’s life or work. To request an incomplete, fill out the form “Request for Grade 
Incomplete” on the MJTI Webpage (http://www.mjti.org/forms/). The form will be sent to the 
Registrar who will request permission from the Instructor and then the Academic Dean for final 
approval. If the Incomplete grade is granted, the completed course work is due no later than six weeks 
from the assignment due date for the quarter in which the class occurred. If the work is not completed 
within this time, the instructor, based on the amount and quality of the work that has been completed, 
determines whether a reduced grade or a grade of F is warranted. Further extensions of time, justified by 
extreme circumstances, are granted only by the Academic Dean. 

3. Leave of Absence/Withdrawal: MJTI programs are designed to permit students to pursue their studies 
while managing the many responsibilities they have as adult professionals. MJTI will consider a leave of 
absence for a student who is experiencing hardships that make effective progress in her/his academic 
program unusually difficult. Students who, due to unforeseen and serious circumstances (including 
personal, family emergency, medical, and military service) are unable to take or complete a course during 
the academic year may submit a Request for a Leave of Absence status to the MJTI Registrar’s office. 
Such status is granted at the sole discretion of the Academic Dean.  
 
Students desiring to drop or withdraw from courses after registering may do so by submitting a Change 
of Course Status form to the Registrar. If the course is dropped before the quarter begins, the only 
financial penalty charged is a $30.00 drop/withdrawal fee. If the change is requested after the quarter 
begins, the student will be refunded according to the refund policy stated on page 28 of the current 
catalog. Non-attendance does not constitute official withdrawal. A student who begins a course and does 
not officially withdraw will receive the grade earned for the entire course, which will usually be a failing 
grade. MJTI does not accept unofficial withdrawal from a class. A student who officially withdraws from 
a class will receive a W on their transcript.  

4. Extensions:  Extensions of the due date for the final assignments are not permitted. Students who do 
qualify for an Incomplete should submit as much work as possible by the due date so that the instructor 
has time to grade all work in time to meet the instructor’s deadline for submitting grades to the MJTI 
office.  At the instructor’s discretion, work may be accepted later than the due date, with a deduction of 
grade for each late day. 

5. Change of Student Status: A student who has registered to take a course for credit may switch to the 
status of auditor up to, and including, the last day of the fourth week of class by submitting a Change of 
Status request form to the Registrar, (http://mjti.org/forms/). The tuition differential will only be 
refunded if the request form is received by the end of the fourth week of the course. 

6. Discussion privacy: The course discussion is accessible only to those registered for the class through 
Orbund. To ensure a positive forum for course interaction, students are asked to refrain from excerpting 
lessons or thread discussions from the course in any format. This will enable the cultivation of a safe and 
honest forum for dialogue. 

7. Instructors and Email: Regardless of the course format, instructors shall be available during the course 
week for private contact from students via email.  Instructors are required to respond within 24 hours of 
receipt (Sunday – Thursday) of student inquiries made via email. These guidelines apply both to email 
from students and to student questions asked of the instructor in asynchronous discussion. 
Questions: If you have any questions regarding assignments, feel free to e-mail them to the instructor at 
ravcarl@gmail.com.  


