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T501 – The Shape of Messianic Jewish Theology 

Dr. Vered Hillel/ Dr. Jennifer M. Rosner  
March 21 – May 30—Spring Term 2021 

Populi: https://mjti.populiweb.com 

COURSE DESCRIPTION   
This course provides an overview of the fundamental shape of Messianic Jewish theology. All theology stems 
from a particular context and is rooted in the life of a particular community. Messianic Jewish theology is 
unique because it draws upon the history and tradition of two religious communities that are generally 
defined in mutually exclusive terms. Messianic Judaism challenges this paradigm, and Messianic Jewish 
theology affirms the core tenets of Judaism through the lens of God’s self-revelation in Messiah Yeshua. Our 
goal will be to trace the contours of this theological tradition and the life that characterizes its constituent 
communities. We will approach theology not as an abstract academic exercise, but as a beacon that guides and 
grounds our lives, decisions and actions.  

RELATIONSHIP TO THE CURRICULUM  
This is a Core Course that is required for the Jewish Studies and Rabbinic Studies programs. 

RELEVANCE 
Theology provides a framework for understanding God and the world, and one’s theological orientation 
inevitably informs one’s worldview and decisions. Messianic Judaism affirms a unique set of theological 
commitments and seeks to actively embody those commitments through particular covenantal practices. Our 
ability to articulate the theological concepts that undergird the movement and exemplify the patterns of living 
that make those concepts manifest will contribute to Messianic Judaism’s strength and authenticity. 

PREREQUISITE 
None 

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS  
This is an online course. The student must have a computer, headset, and high-speed internet access. 

COURSE FORMAT  
 Lecture (by podcast) and asynchronous online discussion on Populi. 
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REQUIREMENTS  
Listening to all lectures, reading all assigned texts, active participation in all discussion threads, and 
completion of final examination. 

REQUIRED TEXTS   
• Kinzer, Mark S. Israel’s Messiah and the People of God. Eugene: Wipf & Stock, 2010.   
• Rudolph, David and Joel Willitts (eds.) Introduction to Messianic Judaism. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2013. 
• Soulen, R. Kendall. The God of Israel and Christian Theology. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1996.  
• Wyschogrod, Michael. The Body of Faith. Northvale, New Jersey: Jason Aronson, 2000.   

RECOMMENDED READING  
• Dorff, Elliot N. and Louis E. Newman, eds. Contemporary Jewish Theology: A Reader. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 1999.  
• Heschel, Abraham Joshua. God in Search of Man. New York: Noonday, 1997 (first ed. 1955).  
• Juster, Daniel. Jewish Roots: A Foundation of Biblical Theology. Shippensburg: Destiny Image, 1995.  
• Kinzer, Mark. Postmissionary Messianic Judaism. Grand Rapids: Brazos, 2005. 
• Sacks, Jonathan. To Heal a Fractured World: The Ethics of Responsibility. New York: Schocken, 2005. 
• Stern, David H. Messianic Judaism: A Modern Movement with an Ancient Past. Clarksville: Lederer, 2007. 
• Vanhoozer, Kevin J. The Drama of Doctrine. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2005.  
• Willard, Dallas. The Spirit of the Disciplines. San Francisco: HarperOne, 1988. 
• Wyschogrod, Michael. Abraham’s Promise. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2004.  

ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS AND DEADLINES  
1. Asynchronous discussion threads 

a) Participation in the asynchronous online discussion is crucial to learning in the course and to your 
course grade. Lectures and discussion questions will be posted by the instructor no later than Sunday 
morning of the course week. Students are expected to log on to Populi and respond to each of the 
questions in the discussion threads no later than the end of the day on Monday. Tuesday through 
Thursday at midnight will then be devoted to discussion of those responses. In a normal week, 
students are expected to post three or more times with substantive contributions written in proper 
prose, grammar and syntax, and correct spelling.  

b) The above requirements are the minimum requirements. The quality of your posts, and not just the 
quantity, is what determines your grade. As graduate students, you should engage in higher-level 
critical thinking and analysis. This is your opportunity to demonstrate that you have completed and 
understood the required readings and to demonstrate that you are formulating opinions, defending 
positions, and/or reconsidering your positions when evidence and reason call for it, and learning 
from other students.  

2. Final Exam 
The final exam will be posted on Populi no later than Sunday, May 23. The exam must be completed 
and submitted on Populi before 5:00 pm Eastern time on Sunday, May 30.  
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COURSE OUTLINE  

Week & Date Title of Lesson Required Reading 

Week 1 
March 21-25 

Introduction to Messianic Jewish 
Theology 

• Rudolph & Willitts, Introduction, ch. 1, ch. 20 
• Kinzer, ch. 2 

Pesach Break – March 28-April 4 – No Classes 

Week 2 
April 5-8 

God 
• Sacks, ch. 2 (to be provided) 
• Wyschogrod, ch. 1 
• Rudolph & Willitts, ch. 26 

Week 3 
April 11-15 

Israel 
• Soulen, chs. 1-4 
• Sacks, ch. 6 (to be provided) 
• Wyschogrod, ch. 2 

Week 4 
April 18-22 

Torah 
• Kinzer, ch. 3, ch.6 
• Willard, ch. 3 (to be provided) 
• Wyschogrod, ch. 3 

Week 5 
April 25-29 

Yeshua 
• Kinzer, ch. 4, 5 
• Wyschogrod, ch. 5 
• Soulen, ch. 5-8 

Week 6 
May 2-6 

Ruach Hakodesh (Holy Spirit) 
• Rosner, You Will Be My Witnesses (to be provided) 
• Rudolph & Willitts, ch. 15 
• Wyschogrod, ch. 6 

Week 7 
May 9-13 

Land 
• Rudolph & Willitts, ch. 9 
• Harvey essay (to be provided) 
• Wyschogrod, ch. 4 

Week 8 
May 16-20 

Implications & Conclusions 
• Rudolph & Willitts, ch. 11, 13 
• Kinzer, ch. 7 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
After successful completion of this course, the student will be able to: 

• Define Messianic Jewish theology and describe its contours.  
• Explain the narrative arc of God’s covenantal interaction with humanity.  
• Demonstrate how Israel is a representative nation and Yeshua is Israel’s representative.  
• Describe bilateral ecclesiology.  
• Discuss the promise of the land of Israel and its function as an eschatological sign.  
• Explain how Israel’s worship and the coming of Messiah lead to the conquest of evil.  
• Delineate the role of Torah and its theological significance in the Hebrew Scriptures and Apostolic 

Writings.  
• Describe the Jewish context and implications of the coming of the Ruach Hakodesh (Holy Spirit). 
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ASSESSMENTS   
Grades will be awarded according to the following criteria: Quality and quantity of Discussion participation, 
50%; Final Exam, 50%. 

GRADING SYSTEM  
Letter grades and grade point equivalents 

A 100-94  C+ 79.9-78 
A- 93.9-90  C 77.9-75 
B+ 89.9-87  C- 74.9-70 
B 86.9-83  F Below 69.9 
B- 82.9-80    

STRUCTURED WORK HOURS  
  8 hours Class time (podcast) 

32 hours Participation in asynchronous online discussion 

12 hours Final exam (3,000 words) 

38 hours 758 pages of assigned reading 

90 hours Total structured hours  

 

 Standard MJTI Assessment Rubrics   

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA FOR ASYNCHRONOUS ONLINE DISCUSSION 

Analytical 
Reflection Evidence/Support Interaction Writing Total 

30%  30%  30%  10%  100% 

Demonstrates a 
serious attempt to 
grapple with the 
Unit material. 

Analysis is 
reasonable and gives 
opportunity for 
interaction.  

Asks relevant 
questions. 

Supports discussion 
points with references 
to assigned readings, 
logical analysis, and 
examples. 

Gives citations (work, 
page number) for 
material quoted or 
paraphrased.  

Interacts with the instructor 
and other students. 

Discusses agreement or 
disagreement with classmates’ 
analytical reflections and 
provide explanation of logic; 
and/or respond to questions 
posed in classmates’ analytical 
reflections, and when 
appropriate, reference assigned 
readings, logical analysis, and 
examples.  

Writes in clear, 
concise, and 
grammatically 
acceptable terms.  
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA FOR ESSAYS 

 A (exemplary) B (adequate) C (passing) F (failed) 

Quality of thought Fresh or even 
original 

Mostly derivative 
or clichéd 

Fully derivative; 
clichéd 

No evident effort to 
understand 

Engagement with 
subject 

Deeply engaged Modestly engaged Superficially 
Engaged 

Disengaged  

Organization Well organized Somewhat choppy Poor Disorganized 

Mechanics of writing 
and documentation 

Nearly error-free Some errors or 
sloppiness 

Many errors and 
very sloppy 

Filled with errors 
and sloppiness 

Argument & support Well-argued and 
documented 

Reasonable clarity 
and support 

Roughly argued 
and poorly 
documented 

No clearly supported 
argument or support 

MJTI COURSE POLICIES  
1. Preparation: Each student is expected to be prepared for and to participate in the online class 

discussions. 
2. Dishonesty and plagiarism: Any form of dishonesty (copying from another student’s work or allowing 

your work to be copied) or plagiarism (passing off another's work as your own, not giving appropriate 
credit to another’s ideas) will not be tolerated. Such misconduct will result in an automatic “F” grade for 
the class and a permanent notice placed in the student's academic record. If you are unsure whether an 
action is permissible or not, please check with the instructor. 

3. Incompletes: Incompletes will only be granted when the instructor and Academic Dean agree that 
significant extenuating circumstances have prevented a student from finishing the course work by the 
stipulated due date. Extenuating circumstances are major, unplanned, unanticipated, and unavoidable 
disruptions in one’s life or work. To request an incomplete, fill out the form “Request for Grade 
Incomplete” on the MJTI Webpage (http://www.mjti.org/forms).  The form will be automatically be 
sent to the Registrar who will request permission from the Instructor and then the Academic Dean for 
final approval. If the Incomplete grade is granted, the completed course work is due to the instructor 
within 8 weeks of the final assignment of that quarter. If the work is not completed within this time, the 
instructor, based on the amount and quality of the work that has been completed, determines whether a 
reduced grade or a grade of F is warranted. Further extensions of time, justified by extreme 
circumstances, are granted only by the Academic Dean. 

4. Leave of Absence/Withdrawal: MJTI programs are designed to permit students to pursue their studies 
while managing the many responsibilities they have as adult professionals. MJTI will consider a leave of 
absence for a student who is experiencing hardships that make effective progress in her/his academic 
program unusually difficult. Students who, due to unforeseen and serious circumstances (including 
personal, family emergency, medical, and military service) are unable to take or complete a course during 
the academic year may submit a Request for a Leave of Absence status to the MJTI Registrar’s office. 
Such status is granted at the sole discretion of the Academic Dean.  
 
Students desiring to drop or withdraw from courses after registering may do so by submitting a Change 
of Course Status form to the Registrar. If the course is dropped before the quarter begins, the only 
financial penalty charged is a $30.00 drop/withdrawal fee. If the change is requested after the quarter 
begins, the student will be refunded according to the refund policy stated on page 28 of the current 
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catalog. Non-attendance does not constitute official withdrawal. A student who begins a course and does 
not officially withdraw will receive the grade earned for the entire course, which will usually be a failing 
grade. MJTI does not accept unofficial withdrawal from a class. A student who officially withdraws from 
a class will receive a W on their transcript.  

5. Extensions:  Extensions of the due date for the final assignments are not permitted. Students who do 
qualify for an Incomplete should submit as much work as possible by the due date so that the instructor 
has time to grade all work in time to meet the instructor’s deadline for submitting grades to the MJTI 
office.  At the instructor’s discretion, work may be accepted later than the due date, with a deduction of 
grade for each late day. 

6. Change of Student Status: A student who has registered to take a course for credit may switch to the 
status of auditor up to, and including, the last day of the fourth week of class by submitting a Change of 
Status request form to the Registrar (http://www.mjti.org/forms). The tuition differential will only be 
refunded if the request form is received by the end of the fourth week of the course. 

7. Discussion privacy: The course discussion is accessible only to those registered for the class through 
Populi. To ensure a positive forum for course interaction, students are asked to refrain from excerpting 
lessons or thread discussions from the course in any format. This will enable the cultivation of a safe and 
honest forum for dialogue. 

8. Instructors and Email: Regardless of the course format, instructors shall be available during the course 
week for private contact from students via email.  Instructors are required to respond within 24 hours of 
receipt (Sunday – Thursday) of student inquiries made via email. These guidelines apply both to email 
from students and to student questions asked of the instructor in asynchronous discussion.   

9. Questions: If you have any questions regarding assignments, feel free to e-mail them to the instructor at 
drvered@mjti.org. 


