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S620 Messianic-Jewish Hermeneutics 

Dr. Stan Meyer (stan.meyer@treelifeministry.org) 
March 21 – May 30—Spring 2021 

Sundays, 9:30-11:15am EDT  

Populi: https://mjti.populiweb.com 

COURSE DESCRIPTION   
This course is an introduction to Bible interpretation from a distinctly Messianic-Jewish perspective. The class 
will explore the history of Bible interpretation beginning with those used during the Second-Temple, classic 
and Medieval, and contemporary methods. The course will explore the traditional historical-contextual-
grammatical method of interpretation. And students will become familiarize contemporary Jewish methods 
including social-critical, feminist, and source critical method. Special attention will be given to developing 
practical skills for preparing Bible studies, derashes, and messages for Shabbat services.  

RELEVANCE 
Messianic-Jewish faith is anchored in God’s Word, consisting of the Tanakh and the Brit Hadashah.  These 
texts are foundational to and the final authority for Messianic-Jewish faith. Therefore, theological inquiry, 
practical theology, and how ministry is carried out should be anchored in solid Biblical interpretation. Those 
who lead and minister within the Messianic-Jewish community should be skilled in interpreting and 
communicating God’s Word to His people within a Messianic Jewish context. Messianic teachers should be 
familiar with the rich heritage of Jewish Biblical interpretation as it is the community’s historical heritage. 
Moreover, to remain relevant to and engage with the wider Jewish community, Bible teachers should 
understand the many ways Jewish scholars interpret and teach from the Scriptures today.  

PREREQUISITE 
None 

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS  
Students must have a computer and Internet access. Please contact Joyce Klayman, our IT assistant, for 
technical help at jbklay@gmail.com. Some outside of North America or Israel may need access to an eBook 
reader. 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
After completing this course successfully, the student will be able to:  
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1. describe and summarize historical methods of Bible interpretation from the Second Temple to the 
present, 

2. identify classic rabbinic methods of Bible interpretation including Hillel’s 7 principles exegesis, and 
classic Midrashic interpretation, 

3. identify and describe contemporary methods of Bible interpretation used by Jewish scholars 
including source criticism and social-critical hermeneutics; and assess their strengths and weaknesses, 

4. explain the historical-cultural-grammatical method of Biblical interpretation and use the method to 
interpret selected Biblical texts, 

5. explain the critical issues surrounding NT use of the OT, 
6. use important academic tools for Biblical interpretation and use them to prepare lessons, 
7. use academic resources related to the Jewish backgrounds to the New Testament and to prepare 

lessons or messages with them, 
8. describe a new love for God’s Word and a thoughtful, disciplined approach in their own personal 

Bible study and teaching ministry. 

COURSE FORMAT  
• This course will be taught in synchronous, online format using Zoom once a week on Sundays, 

March 21; April 11, 18, 25; and May 2, 9, 16; at 10:00 – 11:45 am (EDT) 

REQUIREMENTS  
Students are required to: 
• attend each of the six online classes by Zoom; 
• respond to the 10 discussion questions, approximately one per week;  
• write and present in class one 500-word (two page) paper explaining the interpretive method 

employed by a classical rabbinic exegete; 
• write and present in class one 500-word (two page) paper explaining the interpretive method 

employed by a modern Jewish commentator, scholar, or rabbi; 
• write and present in class one 500-word (two page) paper engaging with a critical issue surrounding 

Biblical interpretation such as the New Testament use of the Jewish Scriptures or a text critical issue;  
• write and present in class one 2,000-word (8-page) paper interpreting and applying a Biblical passage 

using the historical-cultural-grammatical hermeneutical method to use as a Shabbat derash, Scripture 
study, or adult lesson. 

REQUIRED TEXTS   
Gundry, Stanley N., Walter C. Kaiser Jr., Darrell L. Bock, and Peter E. Enns. Three Views on the New 

Testament Use of the Old Testament. Edited by Kenneth Berding and Jonathan Lunde. 34 vols. 
Counterpoints: Bible and Theology. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Academic, 2008. 

Klein, William W., Craig L. Blomberg, and Robert L. Hubbard. Introduction to Biblical Interpretation. 3rd ed. 
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Academic, 2017. 

Levine, Amy-Jill, and Marc Zvi Brettler, eds. The Jewish Annotated New Testament. 2nd edition. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2017. 

Zetterholm, Karin Hedner. Jewish Interpretation of the Bible: Ancient and Contemporary. Minneapolis, MN: 
Fortress Press, 2012. 
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RECOMMENDED READING  
Alter, Robert. The Art of Biblical Narrative. 2nd ed. New York, NY: Basic Books, 2011. 

———. The Art of Biblical Poetry. 2nd ed. New York, NY: Basic Books, 2011. 

Bronner, Stephen Eric. Critical Theory: A Very Short Introduction. 2nd ed. New York, NY: Oxford 
University Press, 2017. 

Carson, D.A. Exegetical Fallacies. 2nd ed. Grand Rapids, MI.: Baker Academic, 1996. 

Dyer, Bryan R. The Bible and Social Justice: Old Testament and New Testament Foundations for the Church’s Urgent 
Call. Edited by Cynthia Long Westfall. Eugene, OR: Pickwick Publications, 2016. 

Gottwald, Norman K. Social Justice and the Hebrew Bible Volume One. Eugene, OR: Cascade Books, 2016. 

Hernando, James. Dictionary of Hermeneutics. 2nd ed. Springfield, MO: Gospel Publishing House, 2005. 

Horrell, David G. The Bible and the Environment: Towards a Critical Ecological Biblical Theology. New York, NY: 
Routledge, 2014. 

Kaiser, W., and M. Silva. Introduction to Hermenuetics: The Search for Meaning. 2nd ed. Grand Rapids, MI.: 
Zondervan, 2007. 

Keener, Craig S. The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament. 2nd ed. Downers Grove, IL: IVP 
Academic, 2014. 

Levine, Amy-Jill, and Marc Zvi Brettler, eds. The Jewish Annotated New Testament. 2nd edition. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2017. 

McKim, Donald K. A Guide to Contemporary Hermeneutics: Major Trends in Biblical Interpretation. Reprint. 
Eugene, Or: Wipf & Stock Publishers, 1999. 

Neusner, Jacob. Judaism and the Interpretation of Scripture: Introduction to the Rabbinic Midrash by Jacob Neusner. 
Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 2004. 

Newman, Dianna. Feminist Criticism: What Is Biblical Feminism? Independently published, 2019. 

Plaskow, Judith. Standing Again at Sinai: Judaism from a Feminist Perspective. 2nd ed. New York, NY: Harper 
Collins, 1990. 

Richards, E. Randolph, and Brandon J. O’Brien. Misreading Scripture with Western Eyes: Removing Cultural 
Blinders to Better Understand the Bible. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Books, 2012. 

Scholz, Susanne. Introducing the Women’s Hebrew Bible: Feminism, Gender Justice, and the Study of the Old 
Testament. 2nd ed. New York, NY: T & T Clark, 2017. 

Schottroff, Luise, and Marie-Theres Wacker, eds. Feminist Biblical Interpretation: A Compendium of Critical 
Commentary on the Books of the Bible and Related Literature. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2012. 

Vanhoozer, Kevin J., Craig G. Bartholomew, Daniel J. Treier, and N. T. Wright, eds. Dictionary for 
Theological Interpretation of the Bible. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2005. 
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Virkler, Henry A., and Karelynne Ayayo. Hermeneutics. 2nd ed. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2007. 

Walton, John. The IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 
2000. 

Wasserman, Tommy, and Peter J. Gurry. A New Approach to Textual Criticism: An Introduction to the 
Coherence-Based Genealogical Method. Atlanta, GA: SBL Press, 2017. 

COURSE OUTLINE  

Week & Date Title of Lesson Reading Assignment Due 
Week 1 

March 21-27 Introduction to Hermeneutics Klein et al. pp. 33-65 DQ 1 & 2 

Passover Break March 28 – April 4 (no class) 

Week 2 
(No class Sunday) 

April 5 - 10 

Formation of the canon 
Texts and their translation 
History of Bible interpretation 

Klein et al. pp. 66-116 DQ 3 & 4 

Week 3 
April 11 - 17 

Classical Rabbinic Exegesis 
Medieval hermeneutics 

Zetterholm. (TBD) DQ 5 
Short paper rabbinic method 

Week 4 
April 18 - 24 Contemporary Interpretation 

Klein, et al. pp. 117-164 
Additional handouts 

DQ 6 
Short paper modern method 

Week 5 
April 25 – May 1 

Historical-Grammatical 
Method of interpretation 
The literary genres  

Klein et al. pp. 293-360 DQ 7 

Week 6 
May 2 – 8 

NT Use of the OT 
Critical Issues 

Gundry et al. (TBD) 
Levine (TBD) 

DQ 8 
Short paper critical issues 

Week 7 
May 9 - 15 

Preparing lessons & messages 
Bible tools and resources 

Klein et al. pp. 571-636 DQ 9 
Exegetical presentations 

Week 8 
(No class Sunday) 

May 16 - 22 

Work on Exegetical paper and 
DQ 10  DQ 10 

May  30 Exegetical paper due May 30 

ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS 
Discussion questions: Student will respond each week to one to two discussion questions posted in Populi. 
The questions will normally relate to the reading, involve interpreting a text, or involve explaining the 
interpretive method used by a commentator. Posts should be a minimum of 250 words. Students earn points 
for completing the task. Each DQ must include at least three distinct talking points. Discussion questions are 
due on Thursday of each week by 11:59 EDT.  

Short paper on traditional rabbinic exegesis: Students will choose or be assigned a text from a classical 
rabbinic source and write a 500-word (2-page) paper describing (a) the context of the discussion or 
background of the text, (b) the method of Biblical interpretation employed by the exegete, and (c) theological 
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or practical implications of the text or method. Students will have ten minutes in class to present their work 
using handouts and/or slides (15 pts). The short paper is due on Thursday April 15 at 11:59 EDT.  

Short interpretive paper on a contemporary Jewish interpretation: Students will choose or be assigned a 
sermon, article or source from a contemporary Jewish commentator or rabbi; and write a 500-word (2-page) 
paper describing (a) the context of the discussion or background of the text, (b) the method of Biblical 
interpretation employed by the exegete, and (c) theological or practical implications of the text or method. 
Students will have ten minutes in class to present their work using handouts and/or slides (15 pts). The short 
interpretive paper on contemporary Jewish interpretation is due Thursday, April 22nd at 11:59 EDT. 

Short interpretive paper on critical interpretive issue: Students will choose or be assigned a Biblical text, a 
critical issue surrounding Biblical interpretation, or a passage involving the New Testament use of the Jewish 
Scriptures; and write a 500-word (2-page) paper (a) describing the background of the discussion surrounding 
the critical issue, (b) argue and support a position, and (c) describe the theological or practical implications for 
teaching. Students will have ten minutes in class to present their work using handouts and/or slides (15 pts). 
The short paper on critical interpretive issues is due Thursday, May 6th at 11:59 EDT. 

Long exegetical paper involving application or lesson planning: Students will choose or be assigned a 
Biblical passage from the Jewish Scriptures or the New Testament. Students will write a 2,000-word (8-page) 
paper that will (a) introduce the Biblical passage and its context, (b) describe two to three historic approaches 
toward interpreting the passage, (c) explain three or more critical issues surrounding Biblical interpretation of 
the passage, (d) propose an interpretive approach, (e) employ that approach describing their interpretive 
steps, (f) explain an interpretation from that approach, and (g) describe one theological and one practical 
application of the passage. In the appendix following the paper, students will (h) create a one-page sermon 
outline, lesson plan, or hand-out they would use as they teach from this Scripture in a synagogue, class, or 
lesson. Students will have ten minutes on the last day of class to present their work and then lead a ten-
minute discussion to receive feedback from their peers for their paper. They are expected to use student 
feedback as they complete their paper which will be due the last day of class (35 pts). The long exegetical 
paper and lesson plan is due on Thursday, May 27th at 11:59 EDT. 

Writing Assignment Instructions: All papers should be written in Times New Roman 12-point font with 
one-inch margins, double-spaced, with half-inch indentions. There should be no more than one blank space 
in between each line. There should be no orphan lines or headers in the paper. Students should use standard 
SBL formatting rules, headers, and in-text citations. Students should not use any end notes or embedded 
hyperlink fields. Papers should include a standard cover sheet at the beginning and a bibliography at the end.  
Citations and references should follow SBL bibliographic format including transliterations. Students must use 
at least one primary source and at least three scholarly sources. However, students have creative freedom for 
the appendix. A template including the headings and examples will be distributed the first day of class.  

ASSESSMENTS   
Grades will be awarded according to the following criteria:  

Discussion Questions 20% 

Assignments 45% 

Final Exegetical Paper  35% 

Total points 100 
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GRADING SYSTEM  
Letter grades and grade point equivalents 

A 100-94  C+ 79.9-78 
A- 93.9-90  C 77.9-75 
B+ 89.9-87  C- 74.9-70 
B 86.9-83  F Below 69.9 
B- 82.9-80    

STRUCTURED WORK HOURS  
Class time 6 sessions @ 1h 45min /session is 10.50 hours 

Writing assignments (3,000 words) is 14 pp @ 90 min/page is  21 hours 

Discussion board (2,500 words) is 10 posts @ 90 min/post 15 hours 

Reading 870 pp @ 3 min/page is  43.5 hours 

Total structured hours  90.00 hours 

 

WRITING ASSIGNMENT RUBRICS 

ASSESSMENT FOR SHORT PAPER ON JEWISH BIBLICAL INTERPRETER 

Category Incomplete Poor Good Excellent 
Identified and explained context of the Biblical 
passage  0 .5 .75 1 

Identified and explained critical issues of the passage 0 1 1.5 2 

Identified the interpreter and their context 0 1 1.5 2 

Explained the interpreter’s exegetical methods 0 3 4 5 

Organization and format of the material 0 .5 .75 1 

Writing mechanics including grammar & clarity 0 1 1.5 2 

SBL formatting and citation 0 1 1.5 2 

Total points    15 

ASSESSMENT FOR SHORT PAPER ADDRESSING CRITICAL ISSUE 

Category Incomplete Poor Good Excellent 
Identified and explained context of the Biblical 
passage  0 .5 .75 1 

Identified and explained critical issues of the passage 0 1 1.5 2 

Described historical approaches to interpretation 0 1 1.5 2 
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Explained an application of the interpretive approach 0 3 4 5 

Organization and format of the material 0 .5 .75 1 

Writing mechanics including grammar & clarity 0 1 1.5 2 

SBL formatting and citation 0 1 1.5 2 

Total points    15 

 

ASSESSMENT FOR LONG EXEGETICAL PAPER WITH APPLICATION 

Category Incomplete Poor Good Excellent 

Introduce the Biblical passage 0 .5 .75 1 

Described 2-3 historical approaches 0 1 2 3 

Explained 3+ critical issues surrounding the text 0 1 2 3 

Propose an interpretive approach 0 1 2 3 
Describe the steps of the approach interpreting the 
text 0 5 7.5 10 

Propose an interpretation of the text 0 3 4 5 

Suggest a theological and/or practical application 0 3 4 5 

Write 1-page sermon outline, lesson plan or handout 0 1 1.5 2 

Organization and format of the material 0 .5 .75 1 

Writing mechanics including grammar & clarity 0 .5 .75 1 

SBL formatting and citation 0 .5 .75 1 

Total points    35 

 
 

MJTI COURSE POLICIES  
1. Preparation: Each student is expected to be prepared for and to participate in the online class 

discussions. 
 

2. Dishonesty and plagiarism: Any form of dishonesty (copying from another student’s work or allowing 
your work to be copied) or plagiarism (passing off another's work as your own, not giving appropriate 
credit to another’s ideas) will not be tolerated. Such misconduct will result in an automatic “F” grade for 
the class and a permanent notice placed in the student's academic record. If you are unsure whether an 
action is permissible or not, please check with the instructor. 
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3. Incompletes: Incompletes will only be granted when the instructor and Academic Dean agree that 
significant extenuating circumstances have prevented a student from finishing the course work by the 
stipulated due date. Extenuating circumstances are major, unplanned, unanticipated, and unavoidable 
disruptions in one’s life or work. To request an incomplete, fill out the form “Request for Grade 
Incomplete” on the MJTI Webpage (http://www.mjti.org/forms).  The form will be automatically be 
sent to the Registrar who will request permission from the Instructor and then the Academic Dean for 
final approval. If the Incomplete grade is granted, the completed course work is due to the instructor 
within 8 weeks of the final assignment of that quarter. If the work is not completed within this time, the 
instructor, based on the amount and quality of the work that has been completed, determines whether a 
reduced grade or a grade of F is warranted. Further extensions of time, justified by extreme 
circumstances, are granted only by the Academic Dean. 
 

4. Leave of Absence/Withdrawal: MJTI programs are designed to permit students to pursue their studies 
while managing the many responsibilities they have as adult professionals. MJTI will consider a leave of 
absence for a student who is experiencing hardships that make effective progress in her/his academic 
program unusually difficult. Students who, due to unforeseen and serious circumstances (including 
personal, family emergency, medical, and military service) are unable to take or complete a course during 
the academic year may submit a Request for a Leave of Absence status to the MJTI Registrar’s office. 
Such status is granted at the sole discretion of the Academic Dean.  
 
Students desiring to drop or withdraw from courses after registering may do so by submitting a Change 
of Course Status form to the Registrar. If the course is dropped before the quarter begins, the only 
financial penalty charged is a $30.00 drop/withdrawal fee. If the change is requested after the quarter 
begins, the student will be refunded according to the refund policy stated on page 28 of the current 
catalog. Non-attendance does not constitute official withdrawal. A student who begins a course and does 
not officially withdraw will receive the grade earned for the entire course, which will usually be a failing 
grade. MJTI does not accept unofficial withdrawal from a class. A student who officially withdraws from 
a class will receive a W on their transcript.  
 

5. Extensions:  Extensions of the due date for the final assignments are not permitted. Students who do 
qualify for an Incomplete should submit as much work as possible by the due date so that the instructor 
has time to grade all work in time to meet the instructor’s deadline for submitting grades to the MJTI 
office.  At the instructor’s discretion, work may be accepted later than the due date, with a deduction of 
grade for each late day. 

 
6. Change of Student Status: A student who has registered to take a course for credit may switch to the 

status of auditor up to, and including, the last day of the fourth week of class by submitting a Change of 
Status request form to the Registrar (http://www.mjti.org/forms). The tuition differential will only be 
refunded if the request form is received by the end of the fourth week of the course. 

 
7. Discussion privacy: The course discussion is accessible only to those registered for the class through 

Populi. To ensure a positive forum for course interaction, students are asked to refrain from excerpting 
lessons or thread discussions from the course in any format. This will enable the cultivation of a safe and 
honest forum for dialogue. 

 
8. Instructors and Email: Regardless of the course format, instructors shall be available during the course 

week for private contact from students via email.  Instructors are required to respond within 24 hours of 
receipt (Sunday – Thursday) of student inquiries made via email. These guidelines apply both to email 
from students and to student questions asked of the instructor in asynchronous discussion.   

 
9. Questions: If you have any questions regarding assignments, feel free to e-mail them to the instructor at 

stan.meyer@treelifeministry.org; or text him at (+1) 480-535-7826 


