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RS651-Basics of Synagogue Worship 

Rabbi Benjamin Raker Ehrenfeld (benehrenfeld@gmail.com)  

Jan 12–Mar 15; Winter Quarter 2019–2020 
Orbund (server11.orbund.com) 

COURSE DESCRIPTION   
This course provides students of the Master of Rabbinic Studies degree the basic history and halakhic 
background of synagogue worship as it has developed from the early rabbinic period into the 21st century. 
Students will read source materials, study the texts of Jewish prayer for weekdays and Shabbat, actively 
participate in local synagogue worship, actively pray out of the siddur throughout the course on their own, 
and share reflections during class discussion. The course focuses on the growth and development of an 
individual’s personal experience in meaningful Jewish prayer. 

RELATIONSHIP TO THE CURRICULUM  
This is a foundational liturgical class and pre-requisite for RS652 Leading Shabbat and Weekday Services and 
RS653 Leading High Holiday and Hagim. This class focuses on structural information and on developing the 
individual’s experience in meaningful Jewish prayer and services. The two classes that follow focus on Jewish 
prayer from a leader’s perspective.  

RELEVANCE 
Rabbis are exemplars of an integrated prayer life and it is necessary for them to be readily comfortable in 
teaching, engaging in, and leading synagogue worship. Additionally, a basic function of a rabbi is to ensure 
regular worship within his/her community’s framework. 

PREREQUISITE 
Basic Hebrew skills or registration in BH511 Grammar of Biblical Hebrew Level 1-1. Course limited to MRS 
students only.  

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS  
Students must have a computer and Internet access 

COURSE FORMAT  
Listening to lectures, asynchronous blog discussion, two Zoom video call class discussions, and individualized 
learning contract work (Guided Learning Contract-GLC). 

 



 2

REQUIREMENTS  
Listening to lectures, completing all assignments, participating in class discussion, reading materials, and 
completion of the final exam. Students will be required to formulate and complete a GLC under the direction 
of two mentors. Students must have approved mentors prior to the beginning of the class.  

REQUIRED TEXTS (THE PUBLICATION DATES INDICATE THE REQUIRED EDITION OF EACH TEXT) 
 Forte, Bruno. The Portal of Beauty: Towards a Theology of Aesthetics. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 

2008. 

 Frishman, Elyse, ed. Mishkan T’filah: A Reform Siddur, transliterated. New York: CCAR Press, 2007. 

 Hoffman, Lawrence, ed. My People’s Prayer Book: Seder K’riat HaTorah (The Torah Service). Woodstock, 
VT: Jewish Lights Publishing, 2000. 

 Hoffman, Lawrence, ed. My People’s Prayer Book: P’sukei D’zimrah (Morning Psalms). Woodstock, VT: 
Jewish Lights Publishing, 1999. 

 Hoffman, Lawrence. The Art of Public Prayer: Not for Clergy Only. Woodstock, VT: Sky Light Paths 
Publishing, 1999. 

 Sacks, Rabbi Lord Jonathan. The Koren Sacks Siddur, with English Translation and Commentary. Jerusalem: 
Koren Publishers, 2009. Standard Edition, ISBN 9789653010673 

 Weisenberg, Joey. Building Singing Communities: A Practical Guide to Unlocking the Power of Music in Jewish 
Prayer. New York, Mechon Hadar, 2011. 

 Source Packet for RS651. Compiled and Edited by Rabbi Benjamin Raker Ehrenfeld. This will be 
provided to students. No purchase. 

ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS AND DEADLINES  
Podcasts will be posted each Sunday morning by 10AM EST. The podcasts must be listened to prior to 
participation in class discussion threads. In order to sustain a meaningful asynchronous discussion, you 
should normally log on to the course blog and post five or more times between Sunday morning and 
Thursday night. The week’s readings are due to be read by the Sunday of that week.  

A Guided Learning Contract (GLC) will be the instrument for personalized learning as well as spiritual 
assessment and growth. Students and mentors will receive instructions for contracts and sample contracts 
during the first week of class. Students will be responsible for meeting with your clergy and lay mentors 
weekly and Rabbi Ben at least once during the course. Approved GLCs are due to be posted on Orbund by 
4:00 pm EST, Friday Feb. 7, 2020.     

Final exams will be sent to students immediately following the Week 8 Zoom meeting class discussion and 
review. Each student will complete an Integrative Contract Evaluation (ICE) documenting the GLC. These 
integrative papers will be due along with mentor evaluations, and the final exam via email 
(benehrenfeld@gmail.com) Sunday, Mar. 15, before 11:59 pm EST. 

COURSE OUTLINE  

Week & Date Title of Lesson Required Reading 

Week 1 
Jan 12-16 

Priests and Prophets: Who we are when we 
worship as Jews 

Koren Siddur: xvii-xliv (28 pages)  

Mishkan T’filah: ix-xi (3 Pages) 

Week 2 
Jan 19-23 

Aesthetics and Experience: 
The art of deveykut 

1st Zoom Meeting (Day and time to be 
determined during first week of class) 

Building Singing Communities: v-vii, 19-25 (10 pages) 

Portal of Beauty: vii-viii, 66-101 (36 pages) 

Art of Public Prayer: 15-60; 201-256 (102 pages) 

Source Packet: (3 pages) 
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Week 3 
Jan 26-31 

Amidah: Avodah, Standing before God, and 
the Quintessential Prayer 

Koren Siddur: 210-231, 260-261, 348-351, 482-487, 542-
547, 612-615 (44 pages)  

Mishkan T’filah: 75-98, 164-181 (42 pages)  

Source Packet: (3 pages) 

Week 4 
Feb 2-6 

Shema: Listening, Expressing, and 
Demonstrating 

Koren Siddur: 242-257, 342-345, 454-479, 615 (46 pages) 
Mishkan T’filah: 58-73, 146-163 (34 pages)  
Source Packet: (2 pages) 
Art of Public Prayer: 115-143 (29 pages) 

Week 5 
Feb 9-13 

P’sukei D’Zimra: Preparing, Praising, and 
Welcoming God 

My People’s Prayer Book (P’sukei D’zimrah): 1-14, 23-28, 
49-182 (155 pages) 

Week 6 
Feb 16-20 

Torah Service: Revelation and reminders 
My People’s Prayer Book (Torah Service): 29-210 (181 
pages) 

Week 7 
Feb 23-27 

Concluding and Preliminary Prayers: 
Connecting the pieces 

Koren Siddur: 4-41, 138-157, 170-197, 570-577 (94 pages) 

Mishkan T’filah: 23-49, 586-591 (33 pages) 

Source Packet: (2 pages) 

Art of Public Prayer: 144-200 (57 pages) 

Week 8 
Mar 2-6 

Review and Final Exam 

2nd Zoom Meeting (Day and time to be 
determined during first week of class) 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
After completing this course successfully, the student will be able to:  

 Describe the structure/content of traditional daily and Shabbat shacharit, mincha, ma’ariv 
 Identify some of the basic liturgical differences between worship in various contemporary Jewish 

communities 
 Develop personal practices which are faithful to the structure and intention of Jewish prayer, 

integrated with one’s faith in Messiah Yeshua, and responsive to one’s personal ways of connecting 
to God 

 Begin to develop services for one’s community that reflect both understanding of and devotion to 
Jewish worship with Messiah Yeshua at the core. 

ASSESSMENTS   
Grades will be awarded according to the following criteria:  

Grading System 

Letter grades and grade point equivalents 

A 100-94  C+ 79.9-78 
A- 93.9-90  C 77.9-75 
B+ 89.9-87  C- 74.9-70 
B 86.9-83  F Below 69.9 
B- 82.9-80    
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STRUCTURED WORK HOURS   

2 hours Class conference calls 
20 hours Participation in asynchronous blog discussion 
22 hours Guided Learning Contract work 
1 hour Final exam 
45 hours 905 pages of reading  

90 hoursTotal structured hours  

STANDARD MJTI ASSESSMENT RUBRICS   

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA FOR ASYNCHRONOUS ONLINE DISCUSSION 

Analytical 
Reflection Evidence/Support Interaction Writing Total 

30%  30%  30%  10%  100% 

Demonstrates a 
serious attempt to 
grapple with the 
Unit material. 

Analysis is 
reasonable and gives 
opportunity for 
interaction.  

Asks relevant 
questions. 

Supports discussion 
points with references 
to assigned readings, 
logical analysis, and 
examples. 

Gives citations (work, 
page number) for 
material quoted or 
paraphrased.  

Interacts with the instructor 
and other students. 

Discusses agreement or 
disagreement with classmates’ 
analytical reflections and 
provide explanation of logic; 
and/or respond to questions 
posed in classmates’ analytical 
reflections, and when 
appropriate, reference assigned 
readings, logical analysis, and 
examples.  

Writes in clear, 
concise, and 
grammatically 
acceptable terms.  

 

 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA FOR ESSAYS 

 A (exemplary) B (adequate) C (passing) F (failed) 

Quality of thought Fresh or even 
original 

Mostly derivative 
or clichéd 

Fully derivative; 
clichéd 

No evident effort to 
understand 

Engagement with 
subject 

Deeply engaged Modestly engaged Superficially 
Engaged 

Disengaged  

Organization Well organized Somewhat choppy Poor Disorganized 

Mechanics of writing 
and documentation 

Nearly error-free Some errors or 
sloppiness 

Many errors and 
very sloppy 

Filled with errors 
and sloppiness 
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Argument & support Well-argued and 
documented 

Reasonable clarity 
and support 

Roughly argued 
and poorly 
documented 

No clearly supported 
argument or support 

MJTI COURSE POLICIES  
1. Preparation: Each student is expected to be prepared for and to participate in the online class 

discussions. 
2. Dishonesty and plagiarism: Any form of dishonesty (copying from another student’s work or allowing 

your work to be copied) or plagiarism (passing off another's work as your own, not giving appropriate 
credit to another’s ideas) will not be tolerated. Such misconduct will result in an automatic “F” grade for 
the class and a permanent notice placed in the student's academic record. If you are unsure whether an 
action is permissible or not, please check with the instructor. 

3. Incompletes: Incompletes will only be granted when the instructor and Academic Dean agree that 
significant extenuating circumstances have prevented a student from finishing the course work by the 
stipulated due date. Extenuating circumstances are major, unplanned, unanticipated, and unavoidable 
disruptions in one’s life or work. To request an incomplete, fill out the form “Request for Grade 
Incomplete” on the MJTI Webpage  (http://www.mjti.org/forms).  The form will be automatically be 
sent to the Registrar who will request permission from the Instructor and then the Academic Dean for 
final approval. If the Incomplete grade is granted, the completed course work is due to the instructor 
within 8 weeks of the final assignment of that quarter. If the work is not completed within this time, the 
instructor, based on the amount and quality of the work that has been completed, determines whether a 
reduced grade or a grade of F is warranted. Further extensions of time, justified by extreme 
circumstances, are granted only by the Academic Dean. 

4. Leave of Absence/Withdrawal: MJTI programs are designed to permit students to pursue their studies 
while managing the many responsibilities they have as adult professionals. MJTI will consider a leave of 
absence for a student who is experiencing hardships that make effective progress in her/his academic 
program unusually difficult. Students who, due to unforeseen and serious circumstances (including 
personal, family emergency, medical, and military service) are unable to take or complete a course during 
the academic year may submit a Request for a Leave of Absence status to the MJTI Registrar’s office. 
Such status is granted at the sole discretion of the Academic Dean.  
 
Students desiring to drop or withdraw from courses after registering may do so by submitting a Change 
of Course Status form to the Registrar. If the course is dropped before the quarter begins, the only 
financial penalty charged is a $30.00 drop/withdrawal fee. If the change is requested after the quarter 
begins, the student will be refunded according to the refund policy stated on page 28 of the current 
catalog. Non-attendance does not constitute official withdrawal. A student who begins a course and does 
not officially withdraw will receive the grade earned for the entire course, which will usually be a failing 
grade. MJTI does not accept unofficial withdrawal from a class. A student who officially withdraws from 
a class will receive a W on their transcript.  

5. Extensions:  Extensions of the due date for the final assignments are not permitted. Students who do 
qualify for an Incomplete should submit as much work as possible by the due date so that the instructor 
has time to grade all work in time to meet the instructor’s deadline for submitting grades to the MJTI 
office.  At the instructor’s discretion, work may be accepted later than the due date, with a deduction of 
grade for each late day. 

6. Change of Student Status: A student who has registered to take a course for credit may switch to the 
status of auditor up to, and including, the last day of the fourth week of class by submitting a Change of 
Status request form to the Registrar (http://www.mjti.org/forms). The tuition differential will only be 
refunded if the request form is received by the end of the fourth week of the course. 

7. Discussion privacy: The course discussion is accessible only to those registered for the class through 
Orbund. To ensure a positive forum for course interaction, students are asked to refrain from excerpting 
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lessons or thread discussions from the course in any format. This will enable the cultivation of a safe and 
honest forum for dialogue. 

8. Instructors and Email: Regardless of the course format, instructors shall be available during the course 
week for private contact from students via email.  Instructors are required to respond within 24 hours of 
receipt (Sunday – Thursday) of student inquiries made via email. These guidelines apply both to email 
from students and to student questions asked of the instructor in asynchronous discussion.   

9. Questions: If you have any questions regarding assignments, feel free to e-mail them to the instructor at 
benehrenfeld@gmail.com.     


