
 

Teaching and living a prophetic vision of Jewish life renewed in Yeshua 

  1

R608 2nd Temple Jewish Sources 

Dr. Vered Hillel drvered@mjti.org 

Oct. 27–Dec. 29, 2019—Fall 2019–20 

Orbund (server11.orbund.com) 

COURSE DESCRIPTION   
This course presents an overview of the Jewish literature from the Exile to the Mishnah. The many Jewish 
texts that have survived from late- and post-biblical times exemplify the rich life of the Jewish People from 
this time and provide vital information for understanding the world from which both Rabbinic Judaism and 
Christianity emerged. Special attention will be devoted to each texts historical and cultural contribution, as 
well their references to Hebrew Bible, relationship to other texts, influences on the Apostolic Writings and 
later Rabbinic and Christian writings, as well as on methodological issues and the implications for their study. 

RELATIONSHIP TO THE CURRICULUM  
This course is an elective for all matriculated students (Jewish Studies and Rabbinic Studies) 

RELEVANCE 
A grasp of the basic content and relationship of 2nd Temple Period Jewish literature is seminal for the 
Messianic Jewish community to be able to understand the Apostolic Writings from a non-supersessionist 
theology. This course will provide such a grasp and will equip students to use these text in a responsible and 
critical manner for the development of Messianic Jewish theology, outreach, halakah, and congregational life 
in the Messianic Jewish community. 

PREREQUISITE 
None 

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS  
Students must have a computer and high-speed internet access. 

COURSE FORMAT  
Podcasts and asynchronous online discussion threads. 
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REQUIREMENTS  
The student will listen to all podcasts and complete all readings before participating in the weekly online 
discussion threads, complete weekly reading quizzes, fully participate in the discussion threads, and submit a 
research paper that includes a class presentation. 

REQUIRED TEXTS   
 Charlesworth, James, ed. The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha. 2 vols. New York: Doubleday, 1983, 1985. 

There is a newer paperback edition available. Volume 1 is downloadable at: 
https://eclass.uoa.gr/modules/document/file.php/THEOL264/James%20H.%20Charlesworth%20
The%20Old%20Testament%20Pseudepigrapha%2C%20Vol.%201%20Apocalyptic%20Literature%
20and%20Testaments%201983.pdf .  

 deSilva, David. Introducing the Apocrypha: Message, Context and Significance. Grand Rapids: Baker 
Academic, 2002. 

 Nickelsburg, George W.E. Jewish Literature Between the Bible and the Mishnah: A Historical and Literary 
Introduction. 2nd Ed. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2011. 

 VanderKam, James and Peter Flint, The Meaning of the Dead Sea Scrolls: Their Significance for Understanding 
the Bible, Judaism, Jesus and Christianity. New York: HarperOne, 2004.  

 Articles or book excerpts provided by the instructor. 

RECOMMENDED READING  
The literature in this area is vast. Below is a small sample of recommended reading. More bibliography will be 
made available in appropriate lessons. 

 Charles, R.H. ed.  The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament. Oxford, 1913. 
 Feldman, L.H., Kugel, J.L., Schiffman, L.H., eds. Outside the Bible: Ancient Jewish Writings Related to 

Scripture. 3 vols. Philadelphia: JPS, 2013. 
 Kraft, R.A. “The Multiform Jewish Heritage of Early Christianity.” Christianity, Judaism and other Greco-

Roman Cults: Studies for Morton Smith at Sixty. Leiden: Brill, 1975, 3:174-199. 
 Nicklesburg, G.W.E. and Stone, M.E. Early Judaism: Texts and Documents on Faith and Piety. Rev. ed. 

Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2009.  
 Schürer-Vermes-Millar. History of the Jewish People at the Time of Jesus Christ. Vol. 3.1. Rev. ed. G. 

Vermes, F. Millar and M. Goodman, eds. Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1986. 
 Sparks, H.F.D., ed. The Apocryphal Old Testament. Oxford: Clarendon, 1984. 
 Stone, M.E., ed. Jewish Writings of the Second Temple Period (CRINT 2). Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 

1984. 
 Vermes, G. The Complete Dead Sea Scrolls in English (Penguin, 1997). 

ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS AND DEADLINES  
Completion of all reading and participation in the asynchronous online discussion are crucial to learning in 
this course and to your course grade. In order to sustain a meaningful asynchronous discussion, students 
normally log on to the course blog and post three or more times between Sunday morning and Thursday 
night.  

The topic of the final research project is to be submitted to the instructor for approval on or before Thurs. 
Nov. 14. The student will present a working version of this project on the asynchronous blog for the class to 
discuss and comment upon. The online reports will be presented during the last two lectures of the course 
(Dec. 8–19) depending on the number of students registered. The exact date of each student’s presentation 
will be determined during the second week of class. The final paper is due by 11:55 pm Eastern, Sunday, Dec. 
29. 
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Course Outline  

 

Week & Date Title of Lesson Required Reading 

Week 1 
Oct. 27–31 

Introduction: Classification, 
Transmission, Methodological Issues 

Stone, “Categorization and Classification of Apocrypha and 
Pseudepigrapha.” 

_____, “Pseudepigrapha Reconsidered”  

_____, “Transmission of Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha” 

Charlesworth, vol. 1 xi-xiii; xxi-xxxiv. 

Week 2 
Nov. 3–7 

Apocrypha: Judith, Tobit, ben Sira (also 
called Ecclesiasticus or Sirach 

deSilva, Introducing the Apocrypha 15–41; 153–197  

Nickelsburg, 29–35; 53–63; 97–110; 199-205; 256–258 

Read either the book of Tobit or Judith 

Week 3 
Nov. 10–14 

Apocalyptic Literature: 1 Enoch, 4 Ezra, 
2 Baruch, Sibylline Oracles 

Nickelsburg, 43–53; 248–56; 270–88 

Charlesworth, vol. 1:5–12; 29–50 (Parables of Enoch); 317–24; 
517–23 

Walck, “Son of Man in the Parables of Enoch”  

Week 4 
Nov. 17–21 

Dead Sea Scrolls: Example of 
Community in Exile from the Temple 

VanderKam and Flint, 182–204; 209–238; 255–308  

Nickelsburg, 119–30; 132; 137–151; 154–159 

Pfann, “Reassessing the Judean Desert Caves” 

Week 5 
Nov. 24–28 

Dead Sea Scrolls: Messianic Hope 

VanderKam and Flint, 321–78 

Hillel, “Messianism in Jewish Lit Beyond the Bible” 

Schiffman, “Messianic Idea” 

_____, “Pierced Messiah” 

Sumner, “Messianic Texts at Qumran” 

Week 6 
Dec. 1–5 

Expanded/Reworked Bible: Letter of 
Aristeas, Jubilees, Pseudo Philo Biblical 
Antiquities 

Nickelsburg, 69–74; 154–159; 172–181; 196–198; 265–270 

Charlesworth, vol. 1 7–11; 35–50; 297–303 

Week 7 
Dec. 8–12 

Testaments: ALD, Testaments of the 12 
Patriarchs; various Testaments 

Hillel “ALD”  

_____, “Testaments”  

_____,“Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs,”  

_____, “Demonstrable Instances of the Use of Sources in    
the Pseudepigrapha” (all articles available on Orbund) 

Greenfield, Stone, Eshel, The Aramaic Levi Document 19–22, 
translation of chapters 4-5. 

Week 8 
Dec. 6–19 

Wisdom/Prayers/Psalms/Odes: Ahiqar, 
Wisdom of Solomon, Psalms of 
Solomon, Hellenistic Synagogue Prayers 

Nickelsburg, 205–212; 238–247 

Charlesworth, vol. 2 479–493; 639–650; 671–675 

deSilva, 127–152. 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
After completing this course successfully, the student will be able to:  

 Recognize the basic content and relationship of 2nd Temple Period Jewish sources known as the 
Apocrypha, Pseudepigrapha and Dead Sea Scrolls; 
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 Understand and explain the historical, cultural and theological significance of select Pseudepigrapha 
and its relation to biblical and apocryphal works; 

 Use said sources in a responsible and critical manner to understand 2nd Temple period Judaism and 
the world in which it functioned, and consequently the Apostolic Writings; 

 Identify important questions and issues which the sources address and their various answers; 
 Address the methodological issues connected with the study of these sources and to judiciously 

employ the methodological tools gained during the course to avoid their pitfalls; 
 Incorporate these sources in the development of Messianic Jewish theology, outreach, halakah and 

congregational life in the Messianic Jewish community. 

ASSESSMENTS   
Grades will be awarded according to the following criteria:  

 Weekly Reading including reading quiz     25% 
 Quantity and quality of participation in discussion threads  35% 
 Research Paper       40% 

GRADING SYSTEM  
Letter grades and grade point equivalents 

A 100-94  C+ 79.9-78 
A- 93.9-90  C 77.9-75 
B+ 89.9-87  C- 74.9-70 
B 86.9-83  F Below 69.9 
B- 82.9-80    

STRUCTURED WORK HOURS  
 8 hours Podcasts 

 32 hours Participation in asynchronous online discussion 

 36 hours Reading and reading quiz 

 24 hours Research Paper 

 90 hours Total structured hours  
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STANDARD MJTI ASSESSMENT RUBRICS   

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA FOR ASYNCHRONOUS ONLINE DISCUSSION 

Analytical 
Reflection Evidence/Support Interaction Writing Total 

30%  30%  30%  10%  100% 

Demonstrates a 
serious attempt to 
grapple with the 
Unit material. 

Analysis is 
reasonable and gives 
opportunity for 
interaction.  

Asks relevant 
questions. 

Supports discussion 
points with references 
to assigned readings, 
logical analysis, and 
examples. 

Gives citations (work, 
page number) for 
material quoted or 
paraphrased.  

Interacts with the instructor 
and other students. 

Discusses agreement or 
disagreement with classmates’ 
analytical reflections and 
provide explanation of logic; 
and/or respond to questions 
posed in classmates’ analytical 
reflections, and when 
appropriate, reference assigned 
readings, logical analysis, and 
examples.  

Writes in clear, 
concise, and 
grammatically 
acceptable terms.  

 

 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA FOR ESSAYS 

 A (exemplary) B (adequate) C (passing) F (failed) 

Quality of thought Fresh or even 
original 

Mostly derivative 
or clichéd 

Fully derivative; 
clichéd 

No evident effort to 
understand 

Engagement with 
subject 

Deeply engaged Modestly engaged Superficially 
Engaged 

Disengaged  

Organization Well organized Somewhat choppy Poor Disorganized 

Mechanics of writing 
and documentation 

Nearly error-free Some errors or 
sloppiness 

Many errors and 
very sloppy 

Filled with errors 
and sloppiness 

Argument & support Well-argued and 
documented 

Reasonable clarity 
and support 

Roughly argued 
and poorly 
documented 

No clearly supported 
argument or support 

MJTI COURSE POLICIES  
1. Preparation: Each student is expected to be prepared for and to participate in the online class 

discussions. 
2. Dishonesty and plagiarism: Any form of dishonesty (copying from another student’s work or allowing 

your work to be copied) or plagiarism (passing off another's work as your own, not giving appropriate 
credit to another’s ideas) will not be tolerated. Such misconduct will result in an automatic “F” grade for 
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the class and a permanent notice placed in the student's academic record. If you are unsure whether an 
action is permissible or not, please check with the instructor. 

3. Incompletes: Incompletes will only be granted when the instructor and Academic Dean agree that 
significant extenuating circumstances have prevented a student from finishing the course work by the 
stipulated due date. Extenuating circumstances are major, unplanned, unanticipated, and unavoidable 
disruptions in one’s life or work. To request an incomplete, fill out the form “Request for Grade 
Incomplete” on the MJTI Webpage  (http://www.mjti.org/forms).  The form will be automatically be 
sent to the Registrar who will request permission from the Instructor and then the Academic Dean for 
final approval. If the Incomplete grade is granted, the completed course work is due to the instructor 
within 8 weeks of the final assignment of that quarter. If the work is not completed within this time, the 
instructor, based on the amount and quality of the work that has been completed, determines whether a 
reduced grade or a grade of F is warranted. Further extensions of time, justified by extreme 
circumstances, are granted only by the Academic Dean. 

4. Leave of Absence/Withdrawal: MJTI programs are designed to permit students to pursue their studies 
while managing the many responsibilities they have as adult professionals. MJTI will consider a leave of 
absence for a student who is experiencing hardships that make effective progress in her/his academic 
program unusually difficult. Students who, due to unforeseen and serious circumstances (including 
personal, family emergency, medical, and military service) are unable to take or complete a course during 
the academic year may submit a Request for a Leave of Absence status to the MJTI Registrar’s office. 
Such status is granted at the sole discretion of the Academic Dean.  
 
Students desiring to drop or withdraw from courses after registering may do so by submitting a Change 
of Course Status form to the Registrar. If the course is dropped before the quarter begins, the only 
financial penalty charged is a $30.00 drop/withdrawal fee. If the change is requested after the quarter 
begins, the student will be refunded according to the refund policy stated on page 28 of the current 
catalog. Non-attendance does not constitute official withdrawal. A student who begins a course and does 
not officially withdraw will receive the grade earned for the entire course, which will usually be a failing 
grade. MJTI does not accept unofficial withdrawal from a class. A student who officially withdraws from 
a class will receive a W on their transcript.  

5. Extensions:  Extensions of the due date for the final assignments are not permitted. Students who do 
qualify for an Incomplete should submit as much work as possible by the due date so that the instructor 
has time to grade all work in time to meet the instructor’s deadline for submitting grades to the MJTI 
office.  At the instructor’s discretion, work may be accepted later than the due date, with a deduction of 
grade for each late day. 

6. Change of Student Status: A student who has registered to take a course for credit may switch to the 
status of auditor up to, and including, the last day of the fourth week of class by submitting a Change of 
Status request form to the Registrar (http://www.mjti.org/forms). The tuition differential will only be 
refunded if the request form is received by the end of the fourth week of the course. 

7. Discussion privacy: The course discussion is accessible only to those registered for the class through 
Orbund. To ensure a positive forum for course interaction, students are asked to refrain from excerpting 
lessons or thread discussions from the course in any format. This will enable the cultivation of a safe and 
honest forum for dialogue. 

8. Instructors and Email: Regardless of the course format, instructors shall be available during the course 
week for private contact from students via email.  Instructors are required to respond within 24 hours of 
receipt (Sunday – Thursday) of student inquiries made via email. These guidelines apply both to email 
from students and to student questions asked of the instructor in asynchronous discussion.   

9. Questions: If you have any questions regarding assignments, feel free to e-mail them to the instructor at 
drvered@mjti.org.  


