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H502 Jewish History 

Rabbi Elliot Klayman — eklay@aol.com  
October 18–December 20, 2020—Fall Quarter 2020-21 

Populi: https://mjti.populiweb.com  
 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION   
This course surveys Jewish history from the call of Abraham to the modern era. The class is divided into main time 
periods: the Biblical period (Tanakh), Second Temple Period, the Medieval Ages, the Renaissance and Enlightenment, 
and modernity. Specific issues related to Israel’s role as the People of God, the early Jewish believers in Yeshua, the 
birth of Rabbinic Judaism and Christianity and the rupture between the two, the Crusades, pseudo- Messiahs, the 
Holocaust, followed by the establishment of the State of Israel, and the rise of Messianic Judaism, are examined. 

RELATIONSHIP TO THE CURRICULUM  
This is a core course required by all graduate students. It also fulfills a requirement for ordination with both the UMJC 
and MJRC.  

RELEVANCE 
An understanding of the broad sweep of Jewish history from the call of Abraham to the modern state of Israel is 
essential in order to have a working provenance and time-frame  for intelligent discussion on the varied issues that 
arise in the Jewish, Christian and Islamic worlds. This is a survey course with heavy emphasis on Jewish History 
during the Medieval and Early Modern Periods circa 600 to 1700 CE, including the Jews in the East and in the West, 
Jewish Mysticism, and Haskalah. (Other periods of Jewish History are covered in other MJTI courses including The 
Beginnings of the Jewish People, Apostolic Writings, Early Rabbinic Judaism I & II, Modern Judaism and Jewish 
Christian Relations. 

PREREQUISITE 
None 

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS  
The students will need a computer, internet access and an ability to navigate through the Populi platform. 

COURSE FORMAT  
This course will consist of both zoom lectures and podcasts in connection with asynchronous discussions.  
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REQUIREMENTS  
The course requires: 

• Attendance and interaction at each of the four zoom meetings to be held on Sunday, October 18, November 
1, 15, 29, 3:30-5:30 pm ET 

• Interaction on the asynchronous discussion threads. 
• One paper on a topic relevant to the course approved by the instructor consisting of 2500 words , due before 

the date of the class that covers the topic. 
• Leading a class discussion in connection with your paper.  

Final examination, consisting of 2500 words due December 20 at 11:59 pm. ET. 

REQUIRED TEXTS  
• Carr, Edward Hallett. What is History?  New York: Random House, 1961 or 

https://archive.org/details/WhatIsHistory-E.H.Carr  
• Goodman, Martin. A History of Judaism. Princeton and Oxford: Princeton University Press, 2018. 
• Klayman, Elliot. “Shades of ‘Pragmatism’ in Halakha: A Model for Legal Reform?” Journal of Church and State 

Vol. 48 (Summer 2006), 623-658 (in Populi). 
• Rudoph, David.  Chapter 1 “Messianic Judaism in Antiquity and in the Modern Era,” in Introduction to 

Messianic Judaism, 21-35 (in Populi). 
• Scholem, Gershom. The Messianic Idea of Judaism. New York: Schocken, 1971 (in Populi). 
• Handouts available in Populi. 

RECOMMENDED READING  
I have referenced a number of books relevant to this course in hopes that you will be able to make use of them for 
your paper and/or in the future. 

• Benbassa, Esther & Rodrigue, Aron. Sephardi Jewry. Berkeley: University of Berkeley Press, 2000. 
• Ben- Sasson, H.H., ed. A History of the Jewish People. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1976. 
• Brenner, Michael. A Short History of the Jews. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2010 (translated from 

German by author). 
• Brooks, Andree Aelion. The Woman who Defied Kings: The Life and Times of Doña Gracia Nasi. St Paul, MN: 

Paragon, 2003. 
• Chazan, Robert. Reassessing Jewish Life in Medieval Europe. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010. 
• Cohen, Shaye J.D. From the Maccabees to the Mishnah. Louisville and London: Westminster John Knox 

Press, 2006. 
• Cohen, Shaye J.D. Josephus in Galilee and Rome. Boston: Brill, 2002. 
• Collins, John J. The Scepter and the Star: The Messiahs of the Dead Sea Scrolls and Other Ancient Literature. New York: 

Doubleday, 1995. 
• Dan, Joseph. Kabbalah: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006. 
• Fonfobert, Charlotte, Elisheva & Jaffe, Martin S., eds.The Cambridge Companion to The Talmud and 

Rabbinic Literature. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007. 
• Flusser, David. Judaism of the Second Temple Period, Vol. 1 Qumran and Apocalypticism. Grand Rapids, MI: William 

B. Erdmans, 2007 (trans, Azzan Yadin). 
• Gerber, Jane S. The Jews of Spain: A History of the Sephardic Experience. New York: The Free Press, 1994. 
• Goodman, Martin. The Ruling Class of Judea: The Origins of the Jewish Revolt against Rome A.D. 66-70. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 1993. 
• Hayes, John H. & Mandell, Sara R. The Jewish People in Classical Antiquity: From Alexander to Bar Kochba. London: 

Leiden, 1998. 
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• Hayes, Peter and Roth, John K. The Oxford Handbook of Holocaust Studies. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 2010. 

• Holtz, Barry W., ed. Back to the Sources. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1984. 
• Johnson, Paul. A History of the Jews. New York: HarperPerennial, 1987.  
• Katz, Jacob. Exclusiveness and Tolerance: Studies in Jewish-Gentile Relations in Medieval & Modern Times. West 

Orange, NJ: Behrman House, 1961. 
• Lenowitz, Harris. The Jewish Messiahs: From the Galilee to Crown Heights. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998. 
• Marcus, Jacob Rader. The Jew in the Medieval World: A Sourcebook: 315-1791. Cincinnati: Hebrew Union College 

Press, 1999. 
• Rudoph, David and Willits, Joel. Introduction to Messianic Judaism: Its Ecclesial Context and Biblical Foundations. 

Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2013. 
• Sachar, Howard M. Farewell Espana: The World of the Sephardim Remembered. New York: Vintage Books, 1994. 
• Saperstein, Marc, ed. Essential Papers on Messianic Movements and Personalities in Jewish History. New York and 

London: New York University Press, 1992. 
• Scheindlin, Raymond P. A Short History of the Jewish People: From Legendary Times to Modern Statehood. Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 1998. 
• Schiffman, Lawrence. From Text to Tradition: A History of Second Temple & Rabbinic Judaism. Hoboken, NJ: Ktav, 

1991. 
• Schiffman, Lawrence H. Texts and Traditions: A Source Reader for the Study of Second Temple and Rabbinic Judaism. 

Hoboken, NJ: Ktav Publishing House, 1998. 
• Scholem, Gershom. Sabbatai Sevi: The Mystical Messiah. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1973. 
• Trepp, Leo. A History of the Jewish Experience. Springfield, NJ: Behhrman House, 2001. 
• Whiston, William, tans. The New Complete Works of Josephus. Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 1999. 
• Wylen, Stephen M. The Jews in the Time of Jesus: An Introduction. New York: Paulist Press, 1996. 

COURSE OUTLINE  
Week & Date Title of Lesson Required Reading 

Week 1 
Oct 18-22 Introduction: Doing History (Zoom) Carr (207 pgs) Please read before the first class. 

Week 2 
Oct 25-29 Origins and Torah (Podcast) Goodman,  7-86 (80 pgs) 

Week 3 
Nov 1-5 Second Temple (Zoom) Goodman,  91-181 (90 pgs) 

Week 4 
Nov 8-12 Rabbinic Judaism (Podcast) Goodman, 241-260 (20 pgs), 288-310 (23 pgs); Shades of 

Pragmatism in Halakha (36 pgs) 

Week 5 
Nov 15-19 Medieval Judaism I (Zoom)  Goodman, 229-240 (12 pgs), 311-52 (43 pgs). 311-352 (31 

pgs)   

Week 6 
Nov 22-26 

Medieval Judaism II (Podcast)  
Messianism 

Goodman, 261-310 (50 pgs) Scholem, 1-36, 37-48, 88-103, 
125-128, 131-136, 151-161, 195-199 (84 pgs)  

Week 7 
Nov 29-Dec 3 

Early Modern Judaism,  (Zoom) 
Messianism 

Goodman, , 359-425 (66 pgs) 
Scholem, 49-77, 142-166 (54 pgs) 

Week 8 
Dec 6-10 Modern Judaism (Podcast) Goodman,  435-523 (89 pgs); Rudolph , 21-36 (16 pgs) 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
 
After completing this course successfully, the student will be able to:  

• Communicate a basic understanding of the Tanakh in relation to the history of Israel and the role of the 
Jewish people in the canonical narrative. 

• Impart a familiarity with the Tanakh and other key Jewish texts in order to be able to answer common 
Jewish and Christian questions regarding the historical role of the Jewish people in God’s plan for the 
consummation of creation. 

• Explain the waxing and waning of Messianic Judaism throughout Jewish history from the 1st century to 
today, including the “parting of the ways” and its impact and continuing connections of the emerging 
Jewish Yeshua movement with respect to the wider Jewish (and Christian) world. 

• Discuss the impact of the destruction of the Second Temple, the two major revolts, and the responses to 
each. 

• Trace the development of Judaism through the Medieval Period, the interaction of Judaism with 
Christianity and Islam, the various Jewish communities, the evolution of Jewish mysticism and its impact 
on the Jewish world of thought, and the import of the Spanish Inquisition and Expulsion. 

• Examine the Jewish Enlightenment (Haskalah) and its impact on the development of Jewish history. 
• Introduce key Jewish figures and places, and articulate their role in Jewish history. 
• Identify historiographical issues in connection with the Holocaust. 
• Address the rise of modern Zionism and the State of Israel 
• Articulate thoughts about the issues/problems that face Israel today. 

ASSESSMENTS   
Grades will be awarded as follows: 

Discussion  30% 
Paper   25% 
Presentation  15% 
Final Exam  30%  

 
GRADING SYSTEM  
Letter grades and grade point equivalents 

A 100-94  C+ 79.9-78 
A- 93.9-90  C 77.9-75 
B+ 89.9-87  C- 74.9-70 
B 86.9-83  F Below 69.9 
B- 82.9-80    

STRUCTURED WORK HOURS  
Zoom Classes/Podcasts 12 hours 
Reading  42 hours  
Discussion Threads 16 hours  
Paper 10 hours 
Final Examination 10 hours 
Total structured hours: 90 hours 
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Standard MJTI Assessment Rubrics   

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA FOR ASYNCHRONOUS ONLINE DISCUSSION 

Analytical 
Reflection Evidence/Support Interaction Writing Total 

30%  30%  30%  10%  100% 

Demonstrates a 
serious attempt to 
grapple with the 
Unit material. 

Analysis is 
reasonable and gives 
opportunity for 
interaction.  

Asks relevant 
questions. 

Supports discussion 
points with references 
to assigned readings, 
logical analysis, and 
examples. 

Gives citations (work, 
page number) for 
material quoted or 
paraphrased.  

Interacts with the instructor 
and other students. 

Discusses agreement or 
disagreement with classmates’ 
analytical reflections and 
provide explanation of logic; 
and/or respond to questions 
posed in classmates’ analytical 
reflections, and when 
appropriate, reference assigned 
readings, logical analysis, and 
examples.  

Writes in clear, 
concise, and 
grammatically 
acceptable terms.  

 

 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA FOR ESSAYS 

 A (exemplary) B (adequate) C (passing) F (failed) 

Quality of thought Fresh or even 
original 

Mostly derivative 
or clichéd 

Fully derivative; 
clichéd 

No evident effort to 
understand 

Engagement with 
subject 

Deeply engaged Modestly engaged Superficially 
Engaged 

Disengaged  

Organization Well organized Somewhat choppy Poor Disorganized 

Mechanics of writing 
and documentation 

Nearly error-free Some errors or 
sloppiness 

Many errors and 
very sloppy 

Filled with errors 
and sloppiness 

Argument & support Well-argued and 
documented 

Reasonable clarity 
and support 

Roughly argued 
and poorly 
documented 

No clearly supported 
argument or support 

MJTI COURSE POLICIES  
1. Preparation: Each student is expected to be prepared for and to participate in the online class discussions. 
2. Dishonesty and plagiarism: Any form of dishonesty (copying from another student’s work or allowing your 

work to be copied) or plagiarism (passing off another's work as your own, not giving appropriate credit to 
another’s ideas) will not be tolerated. Such misconduct will result in an automatic “F” grade for the class and a 
permanent notice placed in the student's academic record. If you are unsure whether an action is permissible or 
not, please check with the instructor. 
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3. Incompletes: Incompletes will only be granted when the instructor and Academic Dean agree that significant 
extenuating circumstances have prevented a student from finishing the course work by the stipulated due date. 
Extenuating circumstances are major, unplanned, unanticipated, and unavoidable disruptions in one’s life or work. 
To request an incomplete, fill out the form “Request for Grade Incomplete” on the MJTI Webpage  
(http://www.mjti.org/forms). The forms will be automatically be sent to the Registrar who will request 
permission from the Instructor and then the Academic Dean for final approval. If the Incomplete grade is 
granted, the completed course work is due to the instructor within 8 weeks of the final assignment of that quarter. 
If the work is not completed within this time, the instructor, based on the amount and quality of the work that 
has been completed, determines whether a reduced grade or a grade of F is warranted. Further extensions of time, 
justified by extreme circumstances, are granted only by the Academic Dean. 

4. Leave of Absence/Withdrawal: MJTI programs are designed to permit students to pursue their studies while 
managing the many responsibilities they have as adult professionals. MJTI will consider a leave of absence for a 
student who is experiencing hardships that make effective progress in her/his academic program unusually 
difficult. Students who, due to unforeseen and serious circumstances (including personal, family emergency, 
medical, and military service) are unable to take or complete a course during the academic year may submit a 
Request for a Leave of Absence status to the MJTI Registrar’s office. Such status is granted at the sole discretion 
of the Academic Dean.  
 
Students desiring to drop or withdraw from courses after registering may do so by submitting a Change of Course 
Status form to the Registrar. If the course is dropped before the quarter begins, the only financial penalty charged 
is a $30.00 drop/withdrawal fee. If the change is requested after the quarter begins, the student will be refunded 
according to the refund policy stated on page 28 of the current catalog. Non-attendance does not constitute 
official withdrawal. A student who begins a course and does not officially withdraw will receive the grade earned 
for the entire course, which will usually be a failing grade. MJTI does not accept unofficial withdrawal from a 
class. A student who officially withdraws from a class will receive a W on their transcript.  

5. Extensions:  Extensions of the due date for the final assignments are not permitted. Students who do qualify for 
an Incomplete should submit as much work as possible by the due date so that the instructor has time to grade all 
work in time to meet the instructor’s deadline for submitting grades to the MJTI office.  At the instructor’s 
discretion, work may be accepted later than the due date, with a deduction of grade for each late day. 

6. Change of Student Status: A student who has registered to take a course for credit may switch to the status of 
auditor up to, and including, the last day of the fourth week of class by submitting a Change of Status request 
form to the Registrar (http://www.mjti.org/forms). The tuition differential will only be refunded if the request 
form is received by the end of the fourth week of the course. 

7. Discussion privacy: The course discussion is accessible only to those registered for the class through Orbund. 
To ensure a positive forum for course interaction, students are asked to refrain from excerpting lessons or thread 
discussions from the course in any format. This will enable the cultivation of a safe and honest forum for 
dialogue. 

8. Instructors and Email: Regardless of the course format, instructors shall be available during the course week for 
private contact from students via email.  Instructors are required to respond within 24 hours of receipt (Sunday – 
Thursday) of student inquiries made via email. These guidelines apply both to email from students and to student 
questions asked of the instructor in asynchronous discussion.   

9. Questions: If you have any questions regarding assignments, feel free to e-mail them to the instructor at 
eklay@aol.com.  


