
  
Teaching and living a prophetic vision of Jewish life renewed in Yeshua 

 

RW682 Midrash Pesikta Derav Kahana 

Instructor: Rav Carl Kinbar 

Fall Quarter, 2018-2019 

October 7 – December 9, 2018 

Location: Orbund (server11.orbund.com) 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
In this course, we study passages of the Pesikta Derav Kahana (Chapters of Teacher Kahana), a 

theological commentary on the prophetic portions assigned to Jewish calendar events such as the High 

Holidays, Pesach, and special Shabbats. Students are taught to see the deep connection between core 

Jewish theology and the Tanakh on which it is based, to increase their vocabulary of Jewish theological 

concepts, and to apply what they learn to selected passages of the Apostolic Writings. 

 

RELATIONSHIP TO THE CURRICULUM 
A required course for the Rabbinic Studies program and an elective for the Jewish Studies program.  

 

RELEVANCE 
Study of the Pesikta is relevant to today’s students because it familiarizes us with the Sages’ 

hermeneutics, their conceptual world (which lies at the foundation of Jewish theology), and their ways of 

impressing these things on their disciples. This provides today’s students the opportunity to incorporate 

these things into their own lives. To facilitate the study of the Pesikta, the course provides an overview of 

the translated Pesikta and a deeper study one of its chapters in the original languages, and thus exposes 

students to foundational concepts, interpretive strategies, and midrashic forms of expression, and 

characteristic ways of expression and the Hebrew and Aramaic languages of the text.  

PREREQUISITE 
Biblical Hebrew proficiency or permission of the instructor. (Students who have not taken R501 are 

required to read a 34-page background article.) 

 

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS 
This is a live, online course. The student must have a computer and reliable internet access. 

 

COURSE FORMAT 
Video conferencing by Zoom 

 

REQUIREMENTS 

• Complete the required reading, translation, and study assignments for each session.  

• Participate fully in each session. 

• Complete the Mid-Term and Final Exams.  

• In addition to reading assignments, weeks 1 and 6-8 require 1 hour of preparation per 

week and weeks 2-5 require 5 hours of preparation per week. 
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REQUIRED TEXTS  
William G. Braude and Kapstein, Israel J. Pesikta Derab Kahana, 2nd Revised ed. (The Jewish 

Publication Society, 2002). 

Course Pack provided at no cost. 

LANGUAGE RESOURCES 
Fernández, Miguel Pérez. An Introductory Grammar of Rabbinic Hebrew. (Leiden and Boston: Brill, 

1999) at http://bit.ly/2jKDhFT  

Jastrow, Marcus. A Dictionary of the Targumim, the Talmud Babli, and Yerushalmi, and the Midrashic 

Literature. (Reprint, New York: Judaica Press, 1989). Free online at  http://www.2letterlookup.co/ or 

http://www.dukhrana.com/lexicon/Jastrow/ 

Pesikta D'Rav Kahanna (Hebrew text) on Sefaria at http://bit.ly/2IKmrYi 

RECOMMENDED READING 

Anisfeld, Rachel. Sustain Me with Raisin Cakes (Leiden and Boston: Brill, 2009). 

Mandelbaum, Bernard. Pesikta De Rav Kahana According to an Oxford Manuscript (Jewish Theological 

Seminary, 1962). 

Neusner, Jacob. A Theological Commentary to the Midrash: Pesiqta deRab Kahana. Volume 1 

(University Press of American, 2001).  

Neusner, Jacob. The Theological Foundations of Midrash (University Press of America, 2006). 

ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS AND DEADLINES 
All assigned reading, translation (in weeks 2-5), and general preparation must be completed prior to the 

live video conference study sessions. The 3,000-word, open book Mid-Term Exam is due on November 

10th at 11:59 pm, Eastern time. The 4,500-word, open book Final Exam is due on December 5th at 11:59 

pm, Eastern time. All exams are to be uploaded on Orbund. 

 

COURSE OUTLINE 

Week 1 (October 7) Introduction to the 

Pesikta 

 

 

Kinbar, “The Sages of Galilee”; 

Poupko, “Introduction to the New 

Edition”; Braude, “Introduction” 

(Total = 94 pages) 

Week 2 (October 14) Pesikta 21, Pt. 1 

Grammar, Translation, 

and Quotations 

 

Siegal, “Tense-Aspect-Mood”; 

Neusner, “Translation and 

Paraphrase”; Zinger, “Bible 

Quotations in the Pesikta” (Total 

= 66 pages) 

Week 3 (October 21) Pesikta 21, Pt. 2  Braude, Piskaot 16-17 (Total = 

39 pages) 

Week 4  (October 28) Pesikta 21, Pt. 3 

Haftorot of Comfort 

Braude, Piskaot 18-22 (Total = 48 

pages) 

Week 5 (November 4) 

Mid-Term Exam Due:  

Pesikta 21, Pt. 4 Bregman, “Midrash as 

Visualization” (Total = 32 pages) 

http://bit.ly/2jKDhFT
http://www.2letterlookup.co/
http://www.dukhrana.com/lexicon/Jastrow/
http://bit.ly/2IKmrYi
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Nov. 10   

Week 6 (November 11) Pesikta 21, Pt. 5 

 

No required readings. 

Week 7 (November 18) The Sages’ Theology in 

Pesikta 21 

 

Fisher, “Beyond the Homiletical: 

Rabbinic Theology as Discursive 

and Reflective Practice”; 

Wettstein, “Against Theology” 

(Total = 69 pages) 

Week 8 (November 25) 

Final Exam due: Nov. 15 

The Pesikta and 

Messianic Judaism 

Anderson, “What Can a Catholic 

Learn from the History of Jewish 

Biblical Exegesis?”; [Unknown],  

“Change of Torah”; Bechhofer, 

“Does Psak Apply to Matters of 

Hashkafa?”; Cohen, “The Ways 

That Parted”; (Total = 63 pages) 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
After completing this course successfully, the student will be able to:  

• Read and translate Rabbinic Hebrew with increased facility; 

• Describe the major features of the Pesikta as a Midrash collection; 

• Explain how the Sages develop and articulate their theology in the Pesikta; 

• Analyze and comment on an extended Pesikta passage that includes several midrashim; 

• Describe the benefits of Midrash study. 

ASSESSMENT  
Grades will be awarded according to the following criteria:  

• Quality of preparation and participation in study sessions (40%) 

• Mid-Term Exam (20%) 

• Final Exam (40%). 

Note: Students may be absent from one video conference session at their discretion, but receive an “ F” 

for each additional session absence. 

THE GRADING SYSTEM  
The basic letter grades have the following significance: 

A Exemplary 

B Adequate 

C Passing, but requiring substantial improvement 

P Passing (for use only if the Pass/Fail option is available and selected) 

F Failed 

Grades have been assigned the following numerical values for the purpose of computing the grade point 

average: 

A 4.0 │ A- 3.7 │ B+ 3.3 │ B 3.0 │ B- 2.7 │ C+ 2.3 │ C 2.0 │ C- 1.7 │ F 0.0 

 

Further aspects of the MJTI Grading System can be found on page 26 of the MJTI Catalog 
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Assessment Criteria for Study Session Participation 

Evidence of 

Preparation 

Coherent Thought  Interaction Total 

One-third  One-third One-third  100% 

Remarks 

demonstrate 

knowledge of 

assigned reading 

and translation 

assignments. 

 

Remarks (1) 

demonstrate serious 

engagement with 

reading and 

translation 

assignments; (2) are 

clearly expressed, 

logical, and relevant 

to class discussion; 

and (3) are insightful 

and imaginative.  

 

Student (1) engages in class 

discussion from a team-first 

rather than a zero-sum 

mentality to learning as a 

study group; (2) 

demonstrates genuine respect 

for, and appropriate 

deference to, the instructor 

and fellow students and their 

views; (3) refers to assigned 

reading and prior class 

discussions; (4) asks relevant 

questions; and (5) expresses 

views clearly. 

  

 

Assessment Criteria for Essays 

 A (exemplary) B (adequate) C (passing) F (failed) 

Quality of thought Fresh or even 

original 

Mostly derivative 

or clichéd 

Fully derivative; 

clichéd 

No evident 

effort to 

understand 

Engagement with 

subject 

Deeply engaged Modestly 

engaged 

Superficially 

Engaged 

Disengaged  

Organization Well organized Somewhat 

choppy 

Poor Disorganized 

Mechanics of writing 

and documentation 

Nearly error-free Some errors or 

sloppiness 

Many errors and 

very sloppy 

Filled with 

errors and 

sloppiness 

Argument and 

support 

Well-argued and 

documented 

Reasonable 

clarity and 

support 

Roughly argued 

and poorly 

documented 

No clearly 

supported 

argument or 

support 
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MJTI COURSE POLICIES 

1. Preparation: Each student is expected to be prepared for and to participate in the online class 

discussions. 

2. Dishonesty and plagiarism: Any form of dishonesty (copying from another student’s work or 

allowing your work to be copied) or plagiarism (passing off another's work as your own, not 

giving appropriate credit to another’s ideas) will not be tolerated. Such misconduct will result in 

an automatic “F” grade for the class and a permanent notice placed in the student's academic 

record. If you are unsure whether an action is permissible or not, please check with the instructor. 

3. Incompletes: Incompletes will only be granted when the instructor and Director of SJS agree that 

significant extenuating circumstances have prevented a student from finishing the course work by 

the stipulated due date. Extenuating circumstances are major, unplanned, unanticipated, and 

unavoidable disruptions in one’s life or work. To request an incomplete, the “Request for 

Incomplete” form must be downloaded from the SJS website “Download” page and submitted to 

the course instructor for approval. If the instructor rejects the request, he/she will inform the 

student of the decision. If the instructor supports the request, he/she will sign and date the 

“Request for Incomplete” form, send it to the SJS Registrar, who will refer the matter to the 

Director of SJS for final approval.  If the Incomplete grade is granted, the completed course work 

is due to the instructor by the final assignment due date of the following quarter. If the work is not 

completed within this time, the instructor determines whether a reduced grade or a grade of F is 

warranted, based on the amount and quality of the work that has been completed. Further 

extensions of time, justified by extreme circumstances, are granted only by the Director of SJS. 

4. Leave of Absence: The School of Jewish Studies programs are designed to permit students to 

pursue their studies while managing the many responsibilities they have as adult professionals. 

The School will, however, consider a leave of absence for a student who is experiencing 

hardships that make effective progress in her/his academic program unusually difficult. Students 

who, due to unforeseen and serious circumstances (including personal, family emergency, 

medical, and military service) are unable to take or complete a course during the academic year 

may submit a Request for a Leave of Absence status to the SJS Registrar’s office. Such status is 

granted at the sole discretion of the Director of SJS.  

 

Non-attendance does not constitute official withdrawal. If a student who began attendance and 

did not officially withdraw fails to earn a passing grade in at least one course over an entire term, 

the School must assume that the student has unofficially withdrawn. For this purpose, non-

passing grades are defined as W or I. Unofficial withdrawals will be determined within 60 days of 

the end of the term. 

5. Extensions:  Extensions of the due date for the final assignments are not permitted. Students who 

do qualify for an Incomplete should submit as much work as possible by the due date so that the 

instructor has time to grade all work in time to meet the instructor’s deadline for submitting 

grades to the SJS office.  At the instructor’s discretion, work may be accepted later than the due 

date, with a deduction of grade for each late day. 

6. Change of Student Status: A student who has registered to take a course for credit may switch to 

the status of auditor up to, and including, the last day of the last week of class by submitting an 

Add/Drop/Audit form to the Registrar. The tuition differential will only be refunded if the request 

form is received by the end of the fourth week of the course. 

7. Blog privacy: The course blog is accessible only with the user name and password provided to 

you. To ensure a positive forum for course interaction, access to the course blog will only be 

granted with the instructor’s permission. Likewise, students are asked to refrain from excerpting 

lessons or threaded discussions from the blog in any format. This will enable the cultivation of a 

safe and honest forum for dialogue. 

8. Instructors and Email: Regardless of the course format, instructors shall be available during the 

course week for private contact from students via email.  Instructors are required to respond 
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within 24 hours of receipt (Sunday – Wednesday) of student inquiries made via email. These 

guidelines apply both to email from students and to student questions asked of the instructor in 

asynchronous discussion.   

9.  Questions: If you have any questions regarding assignments, feel free to e-mail them to me at 

ravcarl@gmail.com  

 

STRUCTURED WORK HOURS 

20 hours 400 pages of assigned reading 

24 hours Preparation for 8 video conference sessions 

16 hours 8 video conference study sessions 

12 hours Mid-Term Exam (3,000 words) 

18 hours Final exam (4,500 words) 

90 hours Total structured hours  

mailto:ravcarl@gmail.com

