
 
Teaching and living a prophetic vision of Jewish life renewed in Yeshua 

 

 

R502 – Early Rabbinic Judaism 2 

Carl Kinbar ravcarl@gmail.com 

Location: Online Video Conference 

Dates: March 18-May 27, 2018 (Spring Quarter, 2017-2018) 

Time: Sundays at 9:00 am Eastern 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course builds on R501, exploring the textual and cultural development of Rabbinic Judaism 

in its two centers: the Land of Israel and Babylonia. We introduce the Jerusalem Talmud 

(Yerushalmi) and the somewhat later Babylonian Talmud (Bavli), comparing their development, 

structure, content, and modes of halakhic analysis. We also compare cultural characteristics of 

the network of rabbis in the Land of Israel and the rabbinic class in Babylonia.  

 

RELATIONSHIP TO THE CURRICULUM  

This is a Core Course for the Jewish Studies and Rabbinic Studies programs.  

 

RELEVANCE  

Students who are familiar with the two Talmuds will be better equipped to reflect deeply on their 

relationship with Scripture and Messianic tradition, a reflection that is necessary in the 

development of a knowledgeable and integrated Messianic Jewish world view. 

 

PREREQUISITE  

Completion of R501 – Early Rabbinic Judaism 1, or permission from the instructor. 

 
TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS  

This is a live, online course. The student must have a computer and reliable internet access.   

 

COURSE FORMAT 

Audiovisual and written teaching and live online Zoom sessions. 

 

REQUIREMENTS 

Complete the required reading, listening, and translation assignments for each session; write a 

mid-term and a final paper. 

 

 

mailto:ravcarl@gmail.com
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REQUIRED TEXTS (The publication dates indicate the required edition of each text) 

• Holtz, Barry. Back to the Sources: Reading the Classic Jewish Texts. New York: Simon 

and Schuster, 1984. 

• Rubenstein, Jeffrey L. Culture of the Babylonian Talmud. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins, 

2005.  

• Steinsaltz, Adin. Koren Talmud Bavli, Vol.1: Berakhot, Hebrew/English. Jerusalem: 

Koren Publishers, 2012 (any size is acceptable) 

• Zahavy, Tzvee, Yerushalmi Berakhot. Teaneckh, NJ: Self-Published, 2012, 2015. Free 

download at http://halakhah.com/yerushalmi_berakhot_tzvee_zahavy_2010.pdf 

• E-Course Pack (download articles from Orbund) 

 

Books from R501 

• Biale, David, ed. Cultures of the Jews: A New History. New York: Shocken Books, 2002. 

• Fonrobert, Charlotte and Jaffee, Martin, eds. The Cambridge Companion to Talmudic 

and Rabbinic Literature. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007. 

• Jastrow, Marcus. A Dictionary of the Targumim, the Talmud Babli, and Yerushalmi, and 

the Midrashic Literature (online at http://www.2letterlookup.co/.) 

• Strack, H.L. and Stemberger, Gunter. Introduction to the Talmud and Midrash. 

Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1996. 

 

RECOMMENDED READING 

• Agus, Aharon. The Binding of Isaac & Messiah: Law, Martyrdom, and Deliverance in 

Early Rabbinic Religiosity. Albany: State University of New York Press, 1988. 

• Bechhofer, Rabbi Yosef Gavriel, Daf Yomi Shiurim on Yerushalmi at 

http://www.yerushalmionline.org/audio-shiurim/ 

• Dolgopolki, Sergey. What Is Talmud? The Art of Disagreement. New York: Fordham 

University Press, 2009. 

• Elman, Yaakov. “Orality and the Redaction of the Babylonian Talmud.” Oral Traditions 

Volume 14.1. Download free at: http://journal.oraltradition.org/issues/14i/elman 

• Feigenbaum, Yitzchak. Understanding the Talmud: A Systematic Guide to Talmudic 

Structure & Methodology. New York: Feldheim, 1988. 

• Heilman, Samuel. The Gate Behind the Wall. Philadelphia: Jewish Publication 

Society, 1984.  

• Levinas, Emmanuel. Nine Talmudic Readings, trans. Annette Aronowicz. 

Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1994. 

• Steinsaltz, Adin. The Essential Talmud (30th Anniversary Edition). New York: Basic 

Books, 2006. 

 

http://halakhah.com/yerushalmi_berakhot_tzvee_zahavy_2010.pdf
http://www.yerushalmionline.org/audio-shiurim/
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ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS AND DEADLINES  

1. Reaction Papers: Write three 1,000 word reaction papers, one each after the weeks 3, 5, 

and 7 class sessions. In each paper, describe your experience of Talmud study up to that 

point in the course. Answer at least these two questions: (1) How would you describe 

your experience in individual and class Bavli gemara study?; and (2) What is the Stam 

attempting to communicate so far? Upload your papers to Orbund before the beginning of 

the next week’s class.  

 

2. End-Term Exam: Write an end-term exam of 3,500 words. The exam will be posted after 

the Week 8 study session on May 13th and must be uploaded to Orbund before midnight 

Eastern on Sunday, May 27. 

If you have any questions regarding exams after they are assigned, post them on the discussion 

thread so everyone can benefit from them. 

 

COURSE OUTLINE 

Week 1 | Sunday, March 18 – Introduction to the Talmud (Pt. 1) 

Talmud Study: B. Berakhot 2a-9b 

Reading: Goldenberg, “Talmud” in Holtz, Back to the Sources, 129-176; Rubenstein, 

“Settings of Rabbinic Literature” in Fonrobert and Jaffe, eds., 58-74 (Total: 64 pages) 

 

Week 2 | Sunday, March 25 – Introduction to the Talmud (Pt. 2) 

Talmud Study: B. Berakhot 2a-9b (continued)  

Reading: Gafni, “Babylonian Rabbinic Culture” in Biale, ed., 223-266; Rubenstein, 

“Introduction” and “2. Dialectics,” 1-15, 39-53 (Total: 74 pages) 

 

Pesach Break with No Classes from March 31-April 7 
 

Week 3 | Sunday, April 8 – Talmud Study as a Religious Practice 

Talmud Study: B. Berakhot 2a-9b (continued)  

Reading: Rubenstein, “3. Violence,” 54-66 (Total: 51 pages)   

Video: Steinmetz, “Talmud Study as a Religious Practice,” http://bit.ly/2ByF5vo 

 

http://bit.ly/2ByF5vo
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Week 4 | Sunday, April 15 – Academic Talmud Study 

Talmud Study: B. Berakhot 2a-9b (continued)  

Reading: Abramson, “Studying the Talmud: 400 Repetitions and the Divine Voice” 10 p. 

Bigman, “Finding A Home for Critical Talmud Study” 6p; Rubenstein, “5. Lineage and 

Rabbinic Leadership” 80-101 (Total: 38 pages) 

Video: Hayes and Pfeffer, “What is Rabbinic Literature?” http://bit.ly/2ByeW00 

 

Week 5 | Sunday, April 22 – Yerushalmi and Bavli (Pt. 1) 

Talmud Study: B. Berakhot 2a-9b (continued); Y. Berakhot 1.1  

Reading: Y. Berakhot 1.1 (1a to 7b), 41p.(Total: 41 pages) 

Audio: Bechhofer, Y. Berakhot daf 1-2 001.mp3 

 

Week 6 | Sunday, April 29 – Yerushalmi and Bavli (Pt. 2) 

Talmud Study: B. Berakhot 2a-9b (continued); Y. Berakhot 1.1 (continued)   

Reading: Rubenstein, “6. Wives” and “7. Elitism: The Sages and the Amei ha’aretz,” 102-

122 and 123-142 (Total: 42 pages) 

Audio: Bechhofer, Y. Berakhot daf 3-4 002.mp3 

 

Week 7 | Sunday, May 6 – Yerushalmi and Bavli (Pt. 3) 

Talmud Study: B. Berakhot 2a-9b (continued); Y. Berakhot 1.1 (continued) 

Reading: Kaplan, “Yes, Yes. But!” 26 p. (Total: 26 pages) 

Audio: Bechhofer, Y. Berakhot daf 5-6 003.mp3 

 

Week 8 | Sunday, May 13 – Review  

Talmud Study:B. Berakhot 2a-9b (continued); Y. Berakhot 1.1 (continued) 

Reading: Rubenstein, “8. Conclusion: The Legacy of the Stammaim,” 143-162 (Total: 20 

pages) 

Videos: Saimen, “The Conceptual Approach to Talmud Study,” http://bit.ly/2By6GNn and 

Gray, Linzer, and Tucker, “Navigating the Sea of the Talmud,” http://bit.ly/2BAavSs 

Audio: Bechhofer, Y. Berakhot daf 7-8 004.mp3 

 

http://bit.ly/2ByeW00
http://www.yerushalmionline.org/audio/001.mp3
http://www.yerushalmionline.org/audio/002.mp3
http://www.yerushalmionline.org/audio/003.mp3
http://bit.ly/2By6GNn
http://bit.ly/2BAavSs
http://www.yerushalmionline.org/audio/004.mp3
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

After completing this course, students should be able to 

• demonstrate an increased grasp of Rabbinic Hebrew and familiarity with basic 

characteristics of Western Jewish Aramaic 

• describe benefits and liabilities of traditional and academic Talmud study 

• compare and contrast the cultures of Bavl+ and the Yerushalmi 

• describe similarities and differences between the structure and contents of B. Berakhot 2a-

9b and Y. Berakhot 1.1 

• learn a Talmudic sugya with readily available study aids  

ASSESSMENT 

Grades will be awarded according to the following criteria: online course participation (50%), 

mid-term exam (25%), and end-term exam (25%). 

THE GRADING SYSTEM  

The basic letter grades have the following significance: 

A Exemplary 

B Adequate 

C Passing, but requiring substantial improvement 

P  Passing (for use only if the Pass/Fail option is available and selected) 

F Failed 

Grades have been assigned the following numerical values for the purpose of computing the 

grade point average: 

A 4.0  │  A- 3.7 │  B+ 3.3  │ B 3.0  │  B- 2.7  │  C+ 2.3 │ C 2.0  │  C- 1.7  │  F 0.0 

Further aspects of the MJTI Grading System can be found on page 30 of the MJTI Catalog 
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Standard MJTI Assessment Rubrics 

Assessment Criteria for Online Sessions 

Analytical Reflection Evidence/Support  Interaction Total 

33%  34%  33%  100% 

Demonstrates a serious 

attempt to grapple with 

the Unit material. 

Analysis is reasonable 

and gives opportunity 

for interaction. 

Asks relevant 

questions. 

Supports discussion 

points with references 

to assigned readings, 

logical analysis, and 

examples. 

Gives citations (work, 

page number) for 

material quoted or 

paraphrased.  

Interacts with the instructor and 

other students. 

Discusses agreement or 

disagreement with classmates’ 

analytical reflections and provide 

explanation of logic; and/or 

respond to questions posed in 

classmates’ analytical reflections, 

and when appropriate, reference 

assigned readings, logical analysis, 

and examples.  

 

 

Assessment Criteria for Essays 

 A (exemplary) B (adequate) C (passing) F (failed) 

Quality of thought Fresh or even 

original 

Mostly  derivative 

or clichéd 

Fully derivative; 

clichéd 

No evident 

effort to 

understand 

Engagement with 

subject 

Deeply engaged Modestly 

engaged 

Superficially 

Engaged 

Disengaged  

Organization Well organized Somewhat 

choppy 

Poor Disorganized 

Mechanics of writing 

and documentation 

Nearly error-free Some errors or 

sloppiness 

Many errors and 

very sloppy 

Filled with 

errors and 

sloppiness 

Argument and 

support 

Well argued and 

documented 

Reasonable 

clarity and 

support 

Roughly argued 

and poorly 

documented 

No clearly 

supported 

argument 
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COURSE POLICIES 

 

1. Preparation: Each student is expected to be prepared for, and to participate in the online 

class discussions. 

2. Dishonesty and plagiarism: Any form of dishonesty (copying from another student’s 

work or allowing your work to be copied) or plagiarism (passing off another's work as 

your own, not giving appropriate credit to another's ideas) will not be tolerated. Such 

misconduct will result in an automatic “F” grade for the class and a permanent notice 

placed in the student's academic record. Quoting from or using an idea peculiar to a 

published work in answers in discussion threads, final exams, projects or research papers 

without citing the source is another form of plagiarism. If you are unsure whether an 

action is permissible or not, please check with the instructor.  

3. Incompletes: An incomplete will only be granted when the instructor and Academic 

Dean agree that significant extenuating circumstances have prevented a student from 

finishing the course work by the stipulated Due Date. Extenuating circumstances are 

major, unplanned, unanticipated, and unavoidable disruptions in one’s life or work. For 

more information on requesting a complete, see Incomplete Grade Requests on page 34 

in the Student Handbook. 

4. Leave of Absence: MJTI will consider a leave of absence for a student who is 

experiencing hardships that make effective progress in her/his academic program 

unusually difficult. Students who, due to unforeseen and serious circumstances (including 

personal, family emergency, medical, and military service) are unable to take or complete 

a course during the academic year may submit a Request for a Leave of Absence status to 

the MJTI Registrar’s office. Upon evaluation of the request by the Academic Dean, the 

student may be allowed to withdraw without penalty and settle the account for an amount 

which is a lesser charge to the student than that called for by MJTI’s written established 

policy. Non-attendance does not constitute official withdrawal. For more information, see 

Maintenance of Student Status on page 11 in the Student Handbook. 

5. Extensions: An extension of up to 7 days from the original due date of the final 

assignments may be granted by the course instructor. The instructor is not obligated to 

grant the extension and may determine the length of time granted, as they must submit all 

grades at the assigned time. Under specific, extenuating circumstances, a student may 

request an Incomplete. Students who do NOT qualify for an Incomplete should submit as 

much work as possible by the Due Date so that the Instructor has time to grade all the 

work in time to meet the instructor’s deadline for submitting grades. The grade the 

student has received up to the date grades are submitted will stand. 

6. Change of Student Status: A student who has registered to take a course for credit may 

switch to the status of auditor up to, and including, the fourth week of class by submitting 

a Change of Course Status form to the Registrar. No tuition will be refunded. 

7. Course Withdrawal: Students desiring to drop or withdraw from a course may do so by 

submitting a Change of Course Status form to the Registrar. If the course is dropped in 

the first two weeks of the quarter, the course will not appear on the student’s transcripts. 

However, from the third week of the quarter, a student who withdraws from a course will 

receive a grade of “W” (withdrawn), on their transcripts. A student may NOT withdraw 

from a course after the fifth week of the Quarter. A “W” has no grade point value, thus 

does not affect the CGPA. A Change of Course Status form must be used for all course 
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additions and withdrawals. Students will receive a failing grade for courses in which they 

discontinue attendance without officially withdrawing. For information on Tuition 

Refund policy see page 17 in the Student Handbook. 

8. Course Privacy: Courses are only accessible on Orbund with the user name and password 

provided for students registered in the course. To ensure a positive forum for course 

interaction, students are asked to refrain from excerpting information from the lessons or 

thread discussions in any format. This will enable the cultivation of a safe and honest 

forum for dialogue. 

9. Instructors and Email: Regardless of the course format, instructors shall be available 

during the course week for private contact from students via Orbund or email. Instructors 

are requested to respond within 24 hours of receipt (Sunday – Thursday) of student 

inquiries made via Orbund or email. These guidelines apply both to messages as well as 

to questions asked of the instructor in asynchronous discussions. 

10. Questions: If you have any questions regarding assignments, feel free to e-mail them to 

me at ravcarl@gmail.com.  

STRUCTURED WORK HOURS 

    9 hours Videos and audios 
21 hours Preparation of Talmud texts 
16 hours Videoconference sessions 

12 hours 3 reaction papers (1,000 words each) 

14 hours Final Paper (3,500 words)  

18 hours 350 pages of reading  

90 hours Total Structured Hours 

 

 

mailto:ravcarl@gmail.com

