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Dates: December 31, 2017 -March 4, 2018 (Winter Quarter, 2017-2018) 

 

Note: This is an expanded course description and not the syllabus. Students who want to begin reading 

before the syllabus is posted (usually one month prior to the start of class) should contact the course 

instructor directly to confirm what required readings will be on the syllabus. For the instructor's contact 

information, email the MJTI registrar at admin@mjti.org. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

In this course, we study passages from Song of Songs Rabbah, the Sages’ inter-textual biblical 

interpretation and theological reflection on the Song of Songs. Reading the Song as a parable of 

the relationship between God and Israel, the Sages expressed a deep and nuanced theology in 

which mutual love is the primary characteristic. We study portions of the Apostolic Writings in 

light of the Sages’ approach to Scripture. Course goals are to learn, evaluate, and incorporate the 

Sages’ approach in our understanding of the Bible. 

 

RELATIONSHIP TO THE CURRICULUM 

This course is required for the MRS degree and an elective for the MJS degree. 

RELEVANCE 

The study practices, language skills, and academic knowledge learned in this course contribute to 

students’ comprehension of the Sages’ interpretation, theology, and modes of expression. 

Rabbinic students learn how to engage in Midrash study as prospective custodians of Israel’s 

sacred tradition.   

PREREQUISITE 

R501- Early Rabbinic Judaism 1, or permission from the instructor. 

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS  

This is a live, online course. The student must have a computer and reliable internet access.  

COURSE FORMAT 

Lecture (by podcast) and live online Zoom sessions 

 

REQUIREMENTS 

Complete the required reading, listening, and translation assignments for each session; write a 

mid-term and a final paper. 

REQUIRED TEXTS  

• Fernández , Miguel Pérez. An Introductory Grammar of Rabbinic Hebrew. (Leiden and 

Boston: Brill, 1999). Download free at http://bit.ly/2jKDhFT  
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• Jastrow, Marcus. A Dictionary of the Targumim, the Talmud Babli, and Yerushalmi, and 

the Midrashic Literature. (Reprint, New York: Judaica Press, 1989). Jastrow can be 

accessed free online at http://www.2letterlookup.co/ 
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