
Messianic Jewish Theological Institute 

SL501 – Messianic Jewish Spirituality 

Instructor:  Rabbi Joshua Brumbach 

Location: Online 

Dates:  December 31, 2017-March 4, 2018 (Winter Quarter, 2017-2018) 

 
Note: This is an expanded course description and not the syllabus. Students who want to begin reading 

before the syllabus is posted (usually one month prior to the start of class) should contact the course 

instructor directly to confirm what required readings will be on the syllabus. For the instructor's contact 

information, email the SJS registrar at admin@mjti.org. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The spiritual life of Messianic Judaism shares uniquely in the values and practices of Jewish 

tradition while also drawing from Christian tradition. This course provides a framework for 

understanding Messianic Jewish spirituality in terms of its sources in the two traditions, treating 

major issues and trends in Jewish piety including chasidut, mussar, Talmud Torah and liturgical 

prayer, and relevant sources in Christian piety including prayer, devotional writings, and charisma. 

 

RELATIONSHIP TO CURRICULUM 

This class is required for all MJTI degree students. 

 

RELEVANCE 

Messianic Jewish spirituality seeks to promote a vital, vibrant and mature relationship with God and 

humankind among those bound by the irrevocable covenant with Israel. It is rooted in Scripture, 

informed by Jewish tradition, dependent upon Yeshua’s creative, redemptive, and intercessory work, 

and responsive to the Divine Presence. This course will introduce avenues for making Messianic 

Jewish spirituality a lived reality. We will delve into the central tenets of Jewish faith, piety and 

spirituality, exploring various means of nurturing this life in individuals and congregations. 

 

PREREQUISITES 

None  

 

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS 

This is an online course.  The student must have a computer and Internet access. 

 

COURSE FORMAT 

Lecture (by podcast) and asynchronous online discussion (by blog) 

REQUIREMENTS 

Watching all podcast lectures, timely completion of reading assignments, full participation in all 

blog discussions, and completion of final examination. 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS (The publication dates indicate the required edition of each text) 

Books: 

• A Traditional Siddur (Recommended Options: Sim Shalom (Conservative), Koren Sacks, or 

Artscroll). 

• Dresner, Samuel H. I Asked for Wonder: A Spiritual Anthology of Abraham Joshua Heschel. 

New York: Crossroad, 1992 (any edition acceptable). 



• Levertoff, Paul Philip. Love and the Messianic Age. Marshfield, MO: Vine of David, 2009. 

Available from the First Fruits of Zion website at www.ffoz.com. 

• Lichtenstein, Isaac. The Everlasting Jew. Marshfield, MO: Vine of David, 2013. Available 

from the First Fruits of Zion website at www.ffoz.com. 

Articles: 

• Brumbach, Joshua. “The Role of Torah and Jewish Tradition in the Messianic Jewish 

Community.” Available online: 

http://www.boroughparksymposium.com/papers2012/JoshuaBrumbach.pdf 

• Kinzer, Mark S. “Prayer in Israel, Prayer in Yeshua.” Available online: 

file:///C:/Users/yoshb/Downloads/HashivenuForum%2310--Kinzer.pdf 

• Kinzer, Mark S. Article: “Israel’s Eschatological Renewal in Water and Spirit” (will be 

provided). 

• Sacks, Jonathan. “A Judaism Engaged with the World.” Available online: 

http://www.rabbisacks.org/wp-

content/uploads/2013/10/Judaism_Engaged_JSacks_webpdf2.pdf 


