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Messianic Jewish Theological Institute 

R502 – Early Rabbinic Judaism 2 

Carl Kinbar 

Location: Online (Live Video) 

Dates: March 18-May 27, 2018 (Spring Quarter, 2017-18) 

 

 

Note: This is an expanded course description and not the syllabus. Students who want to begin reading 

before the syllabus is posted (usually one month prior to the start of class) should contact the course 

instructor directly to confirm what required readings will be on the syllabus. For the instructor's contact 

information, email the SJS registrar at admin@mjti.org. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course builds on R501, exploring the textual and cultural development of Rabbinic Judaism in its 

two centers: the Land of Israel and Babylonia. We introduce the Jerusalem Talmud (Yerushalmi) and the 

somewhat later Babylonian Talmud (Bavli), comparing their development, structure, content, and modes 

of halakhic analysis. We also compare cultural characteristics of the network of rabbis in the Land of 

Israel and the rabbinic class in Babylonia.  

 

RELATIONSHIP TO THE CURRICULUM  

This is a Core Course for the Jewish Study and Rabbinic Study programs.  

 

RELEVANCE  

Students who are familiar with the two Talmuds will be better equipped to reflect deeply on their 

relationship with Scripture and Messianic tradition, a reflection that is necessary in the development of a 

knowledgeable and integrated Messianic Jewish world view. 

 

PREREQUISITE  

Completion of R501 – Early Rabbinic Judaism 1, or permission from the instructor. 
 

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS  

This is a live, online course. The student must have a computer and reliable internet access.   

 

COURSE FORMAT 

Lecture (by podcast) and live online Zoom sessions. 

 

REQUIREMENTS 

Complete the required reading, listening, and translation assignments for each session; write a mid-term 

and a final paper. 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS (The publication dates indicate the required edition of each text) 

• Rubenstein, Jeffrey L. Culture of the Babylonian Talmud. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins, 2005.  

• Steinsaltz, Adin. Koren Talmud Bavli, Vol.1: Berakhot, Hebrew/English. Jerusalem: Koren Publishers, 

2012 (any size is acceptable) 

 

Books from R501 

• Fonrobert, Charlotte and Jaffee, Martin, eds. The Cambridge Companion to Talmudic and Rabbinic 

Literature. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007. 
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• Jastrow, Marcus. A Dictionary of the Targumim, the Talmud Babli, and Yerushalmi, and the Midrashic 

Literature (online at http://www.2letterlookup.co/.) 

• Strack, H.L. and Stemberger, Gunter. Introduction to the Talmud and Midrash. Minneapolis: Fortress 

Press, 1996. 

 

 


